PAY VCOC DUE$  BY March 1st
Be sure to show 3 numbers for each
of the three chapter membership categories:  

#1.  Chapter membership in the category as of 31 DEC 2007. 

#2.  The number of free chapter memberships given along with Give Me Ten in the category on 31 Dec 2007. 

#3.  An adjusted total for VCOC dues (#1 minus #2 equals #3) for the category.
This third number will be multiplied by the VCOC dues assessment for the category.  
This way VCOC can track total chapter members in Virginia, yet still not charge chapters for ONE free year  of chapter membership, if they provided a free chapter membership along with MOAA’s Give Me Ten membership campaign. 



       /Don Harris, CAPT, USA, Ret, VCOC Treasurer




Secretary’s  Musings:

Wow, I have been the VCOC Secretary for almost two years and it has been a real learning experience.  We re-established the VCOC Directory, revised the filing with the Virginia State Corporation Commission and then put in place BYLAWS. Loads-of-paper were distributed to assure communications with all.  The VCOC has fully transformed from a “snail” mail organization to an effective e-mail system and a support WEB page.  It has been a lot of work, but very satisfying.   The 12 Oct minutes were mailed to chapter VCOC Representatives along with a draft of the agenda for the 11 January VCOC meeting.  I thank all chapters and ask that we continue the style and trend that has been established.  The:  4th Quarter Chapter Report with data as of 31 December 2007 is due soon.  I request these via electronic means if possible on or before 4 January 2008. I also need the 2008 chapter officers of VCOC Member Chapters such that a new and accurate directory can be ready for distribution on 11 January.  Chapters are reminded to send their newsletters to me for VCOC Historical Files. 

/Jim Brown, COL, USA, Ret, VCOC Secretary 

Public Affairs:

WEB:  Please use and promote the websites of your chapter AND your VCOC.  Print the website in large-enough letters so that people can see it at a glance.  Note the separate sections on VCOC website for Legislative State, Legislative National, Meetings (check out the photos and info from past meetings and agenda for the next), chapters, Give Me Ten and more.  I used Network Solutions software to develop the site, with no prior experience developing websites.  If there is a web master out there who would like to take over the VCOC web job, please volunteer to do so.  Help or back-up would also be appreciated.  

NEWS RELEASES:  Chapters have had limited success using VCOC press releases for publication in local neighborhood papers, particularly with publicizing legislative awards.  I recommend that all Virginia MOAA (chapter or VCOC) press releases include an invitation to join a local chapter and reference to a website (VCOC or chapter website).  Please send articles to your local papers about your chapter’s scholarship and ROTC awards, donations to War Memorial and other veteran causes, MOAA chapter awards and the 2008 Give Me Ten opportunities and successes.  Submit a picture of your new officers to your local military and civilian papers.  Let me know how it goes.
NEWSLETTERS: There is an e-Crier on the VCOC website (this one and previous editions).  Individual pages of the Crier may be printed from the website (all pages in color if you want).  Each individual page is posted as a Word Document, so you can add chapter-specific contact info and use in your chapter newsletters or as handouts at chapter meetings.  If your chapter wants to use color, but considers it too costly, try printing just the outside cover of newsletter in color.  The VCOC will use color on just one or two Council Criers per year, as our budget allows.  Let me know whether the paper Council Crier is important to your chapter, or if you think VCOC should only publish the e-Crier on Website (that would be less cost for printing and mailing).

/ Melva Mallison, Maj, USAF, Ret, VCOC Public Affairs Officer (PAO)
http://www.VirginiaMOAA.com





MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:


REGULAR (officers)


AUXILIARY (widows/widowers of officers) 


HONORARY (bestowed by chapter)  





WHAT DO YOU PAY?


Dues assessment will be  presented


At the 11 Jan 2008 VCOC meeting.


(Different amounts for Regular & Auxiliary.)


Less than $1 per member.





WHAT DO YOU RECEIVE?


Extensive legislative efforts for and with Virginia chapters,


Collaboration with other Virginia chapters,  Help with recruiting & Give Me Ten (if desired),  VCOC Website, Council Crier and News Releases. VCOC participation helps for MOAA excellence awards too.
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