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VETERANS TURN OUT TO SUPPORT WOUNDED WARRIOR BILL
HB475, “The Wounded Warrior Bill” was heard by the House General Laws Committee on February 5th. There was standing room only, as Veterans turned out to show support for establishing a coordinated mental health care program for Virginia National Guard, Reservists and Veterans.  Among the supporters were leaders of 16 Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) Virginia chapters, who recently met with General Assembly leaders.  MOAA is one of 23 Veterans Services Organizations, with a combined membership of 250,000 veterans, in the Joint Leadership Council (JLC) of Veterans Services Organizations (JLC). Wounded Warrior is currently the principal focus of JLC's efforts in the General Assembly.    (A fact sheet is attached.)  The Committee reported out HB 475 to the appropriations committee, by unanimous vote.    
Del. Kirk Cox, chief patron for Wounded Warrior, said: “My bill will ensure Virginia’s wounded sons and daughters returning home get first- class care in a timely manner.” Delegate Cox, a member of the House Appropriations Committee and a budget conferee noted the bill “will establish a program to bridge gaps in federal medical treatment, and provide services to affected service members’ families. Early identification of problems and treatment for brain and stress related injuries, the signature wounds in the War on Terror, will protect service members from hurting themselves and others. While Virginia will fill treatment gaps, much of the cost will be reimbursed by payments from federal programs. The bill also calls for the integration of efforts to take full advantage of the many existing private sector programs and funding support.” 

Cox’s related bill, HB 477, strengthens the Veterans Service Foundation and makes clear that one of its main goals is to raise private funds in support of Wounded Warrior.  COL Sam Wilder, Chairperson of the JLC, and Virginia MOAA’s Legislative Chair, noted that the two bills are inextricably linked. “Virginians will be helping our Virginia heroes that have been wounded in the War on Terror” Cox said. The bill passed out of committee with one dissenting vote.
MOAA is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association of active duty, guard, reserve, retired and veteran officers plus widows/widowers of officers of all branches of service, with over 49,000 member families in Virginia.  Members join local chapters in part to be involved with state and local veterans issues. Legislative priorities are on website http://www.VirginiaMOAA.com including a link to the JLC.
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