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MILITARY OFFICERS STORMED STATE CAPITOL
Virginia Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) leaders stormed Richmond January 28th to capture support for the legislative priorities of Virginia’s Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Services Organizations – The JLC.  Priority objectives include funding and support of veteran services, National Guard, wounded warrior mental health, Virginia War Memorial, tax relief for disabled vets and citizen soldiers called to active duty, and allowing service members to freeze credit files when deployed.  
Officers from MOAA chapters throughout the commonwealth called upon their delegates and senators to thank them for past support and ask them to co-patron bills in support of the JLC 2008 Legislative priorities.  General Assembly leaders addressing the 65 visiting officers were Speaker Howell, House Majority Whip Kirk Cox, House Minority Caucus Chair Brian Moran, Senators John Edwards Ralph Smith, and Walter Stosch, plus Delegates Mark Cole and Bill Janis.   MOAA leaders called upon the Governor.  Senator Edwards recognized visiting officers from the floor of the Senate.  Delegate Cox recognized the group from the House floor with these words: 

 "It is my privilege today to introduce the state leadership of the Military 
Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA members include military 
officers on active duty, in the National Guard and Reserve Components, 
veterans, retired officers and the spouses of deceased officers.  There are 
some 375,000 MOAA members nationwide and more than 49,000 in Virginia.

Just as MOAA members served in leadership roles on active duty, they 
continue to serve in leadership positions in veterans' organizations and on 
many Virginia Boards and commissions that address veterans' issues.

MOAA Leaders are here today to support issues of concern to veterans throughout the state.  They are supporting the legislative objectives 
approved by the Joint Leadership Council.  The Commonwealth's 23 Veterans 
Services Organizations, with a combined membership exceeding 250,000, are 
represented on the Joint Leadership Council."
Virginia MOAA’s 11th annual Day at the General Assembly is covered in their website, state legislative section. http://www.virginiamoaa.com:80/statelegislative/stormstatecapitol2008.html
MOAA is a nonprofit, politically nonpartisan group of active duty, retired and veteran officers and widows/widowers of officers of all branches of service.  The 16 Virginia MOAA chapters all belong to the Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) which is a key organization in Virginia’s JLC.  More about state legislative priorities may be found on the Virginia MOAA website or the JLC website at this link:  http://www.dvs.virginia.gov/jlc_2008_legislative_obj.htm

The legislative chair of Virginia MOAA, COL Sam Wilder, USA, Retired, of Chester said.  “We had a great day at the General Assembly. I feel there is a genuine desire on the part of our legislators – on both sides of the aisle – to help our veterans. Our MOAA members have done an excellent job advocating and educating our legislators”.
The VCOC President is LTC J. Pat Green, USA, Retired, of Roanoke.  He will also lead the group in a Virginia MOAA congressional luncheon in Washington DC April 16th.
Names/ Titles _______________________ , _________ from ________________ chapter attended the event and had this to say about the successful day at the Virginia Assembly.  
� EMBED Word.Document.8 ���





. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.








_1254167841.doc
��




