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VIRGINIA MILITARY OFFICERS HOST VIRGINIA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION ON THEIR OWN TURF
Washington, DC, April 16, 2008 –100 Virginia members of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) met with Virginia members of Congress at the 23rd Annual Virginia MOAA Congressional Appreciation Luncheon in the Russell Caucus Room. Virginia’s 13 congressional members were invited to attend as their busy workload allowed, dine with constituents, and address the group of officers and widows/widowers of officers.  The luncheon, held just two weeks after MOAA officers from all over the US stormed the capitol, reinforced legislative issues important to veterans, currently serving military and their families – of all ranks and all branches of service.

Virginia MOAA’s legislative chair, COL Sam Wilder, USA, Retired said “Our Congressional Appreciation Luncheon is designed to thank our Virginia delegation for all they have done for our veterans and military over the past year. It is also an opportunity to make them aware of our national legislative objectives. We are advocating for measures to strengthen the all-volunteer force. Specifically, we are asking to increase defense spending percent of GDP, increase the size of our ground forces, prevent the erosion of health benefits, and implement the recommendations of the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission (i.e. the Dole-Shalala commission).”  In addition to national legislative priority objectives, Wilder provided info about the General Assembly’s Wounded Warrior initiative which has a federal component.

Virginia MOAA President, LTC J. Pat Green, USA Retired, presented the Minuteman Statue Leadership Award to VADM Norb Ryan, USN, Retired, MOAA President, and thanked the MOAA staff for supporting the event.  Green thanked Mount Vernon chapter for hosting the Congressional Luncheon and CAPT Gary Hall, USN, Retired, for coordinating the logistics in Washington DC.         


An independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization, MOAA has approximately 362,000 members nationwide and over 49,000 Virginia members.  The Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) - Website VirginiaMOAA.com -  is an affiliation of Virginia’s 16 chapters of MOAA.    


MOAA Director of Council and Chapter Affairs, COL Lee Lange, noted “This is a great initiative - well attended by the members of the Virginia delegation and by council and chapter members in the state. We hope other councils in the surrounding area will hold their own events for their congressional delegations. It's a great way to get council and chapter members together with their US Representatives and Senators and exchange views on important issues.”
Seated with their congresspersons, members of Virginia MOAA’s _____________ chapter, _________________________ (names) had an opportunity to meet with _____________________ (names of congresspersons).  [ALSO Insert a quote or discussion of the interaction here.  If your chapter introduced legislators to speak, mention that for the area of the newspaper concerned]   

ATTACHMENTS:  

1 Photo will be provided by VCOC – 16 April evening on VCOC’s website at http://www.virginiamoaa.com/nationallegislative/2008congressionallunch.html 
2.  INSERT CHAPTER PHOTO ALSO, IF AVAILABLE.  
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