Talking Paper on

PUBLIC AFFAIRS & WEB

at VCOC Meeting, 9 Oct 2009

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
-- Public Affairs is to get news to the public, including potential members.  This is different than the audience for your newsletter.

-- Remember to publish good news stories about your chapter contributions to the community.

-- Make the story pertinent to the particular paper (like highlight an Air Force officer for an Air Force base paper,  a Williamsburg member for a Williamsburg paper).  

-- Be sure stories are NONpartisan – It is about  issues, not political party.  Do not indorse a candidate, nor appear to.

-- Chapters with members who were just elected to office (chapter or VCOC), please send a news release about that.  Also chapters with award recipients, or making donations. 

-- Try a news release about your chapter participation in these biennial meetings of the VCOC.  VCOC now has 18 chapters.  We have over 50 participants at biennial dinner and over 40 at the day meeting.

-- One reason for asking people to bring chapter flags today was to provide a good visual affect for biennial proceedings and photos.

-- Examples of chapters published stories / photos were in latest  edition of The Council Crier (September 2009) - and previous editions too.

-- Photos are always helpful.  Have a digital camera handy at chapter events and activities.  Wear that MOAA name badge.  Get a picture and send it to your local papers (military and civilian).

 

WEB:  VirginiaMOAA.com  http://virginiamoaa.com/homevcoc.html
-- Use the website.

-- The VCOC web site was developed and is maintained using Network Solutions on-line hosting package, which is up for renewal, effective early January 2010.
-- The package comes with email accounts, so it is possible to have email 
addresses such as Membership @ Virginia MOAA dot com or Legislative Chair @ Virginia MOAA dot com etc.  Currently no email addresses are in use.

-- The chapters section still needs input from a few chapters (a synopsis provided by the chapter).  Here is the link to the location on the website.  http://virginiamoaa.com/chapters.html 

-- If you have something to post on the website, send it to me (Melva) with info copy to the VCOC subject-matter-expert.  Like the VCOC Legislative Chair on legislative issues, Membership Chair on Give Me Ten...  
/  Melva Mallison, MAJ, USAF, Ret VCOC PAO & Web Coordinator  melvamaj@cox.net
The VCOC newsletter, The Council Crier was also addressed, but is not included in this talking paper, because the newsletter is for internal audience, not the public (so is not “public affairs”).  
