VCOC MOAA 2nd VP Report to VCOC 8 JULY 2010
Public Affairs Goals, Web & Council Crier
By Melva Mallison, Maj, USAF, Ret (757) 596-5536 melvamaj@cox.net 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

STATUS OF VCOC OBJECTIVES (Goal is to Improve Public Affairs):
1.  Expand Public Affairs Committee with representatives from every chapter – every chapter has appointed Public Affairs Officer (PAO).
NOT MET YET
-  THIRTEEN of our 18 chapters have identified PAOs/committee members to VCOC Secretary & PAO (one more than last quarter).  Last year we had six.
-  Pending are Falcons Landing, NOVA,  Potomac, ShenValley & Southwest 
-  Committee communicated by email so far.  They circulated introductions (mini-bios) and I have a handout for the PAOs today.  
2.  Expand Publicity with articles in civilian and military newspapers.
NOT SURE - Several items of publicity have been published or processed.  For some chapters it is more than last year, for some less, or just different.  Difficult to quantify since we were not asked to count them last year.

3.  Chapters publish at least one news story in a local paper each year.

NOT MET YET

- I believe at least TEN chapters have met this goal, with stories published about storming Richmond, Congressional Luncheon, Gold Bar Program, Chairitable donations etc.   Note, “news story” in this case is not notice of an upcoming meeting.
-  However, the chapter reports Public Affairs section is not always indicating, as it was meant to, what news releases were submitted and whether they were published. 
-  GCMC had a great article published about an award given to them concerning raising funds for Virginia Wounded Warrior Program (VWWP).  MOAA Kris Hegle is considering doing a feature on the VWWP.
4.  Persuade reporters to attend Storming Richmond & Congressional Luncheon.  Assist reporters with writing articles.
STORM RICHMOND (25 January):  MET  reported last qtr
CONGRESSIONAL LUNCHEON (27 April):  NOT MET
- Three were invited (by Mt Vernon, VIPMOAA & VCOC).  None attended.  
ASSIST WRITING ARTICLES MET
· Chapters used VCOC news release template to develop local news releases featuring their chapter participants.  
· Photos provided on VCOC website by VCOC PAO and later by MOAA professional photographer.  Several chapters took their own pictures and some of them are also on website.

- GCMC had most comprehensive story published, using template.  
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REMINDER:  
Non Partisan.


Be careful not to endorse or appear to endorse a candidate or political party

VCOC WEBSITE VirginiaMOAA.com   DO YOU USE IT?  
Do you know what it says about your chapter?  All but two chapters have summaries.
Goals, by-laws, chapter reports and report format are all on website.  

To access directory / constituent chapter list, in Contact Section:  

Username vcoc4dir Password:  chapter
The directory is password protected to prevent your contact info from being open to public.  It is the only item on the website password protected.

THE COUNCIL CRIER (VCOC QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER)

DID IT BENEFIT YOUR CHAPTER?
- June edition was mailed in May.  Color edition is posted on website. 
- Address Virginia-unique issues, not repeat what is in MOAA publications.

- Chapters may reproduce portions in their own publications.

- Input for Sep edition is Aug 10th  to editor/Melva.
/ 11 March 2010 / Melva Mallison, Maj, USAF, Ret

 / VCOC 2nd VP,  Chair Public Affairs Committee

Melva is also a member of the Virginia Peninsula Chapter (VIPMOAA)

melvamaj@cox.net
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