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As the Director of the Joint Staff, Virginia Army and Air National Guard, Col. Robert H. Simpson is the senior officer of the Joint Staff.  He is responsible for leading the Joint Staff and has responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the Virginia National Guard.  He oversees all military functions assigned to the Joint Force Headquarters related to Virginia Army and Air National Guard activities and directs joint military programs throughout the Commonwealth. 
 
Col. Simpson is a graduate of Virginia Military Institute.  Following his graduation in May 1978 he entered active duty with the US Army where he served until August 1992.  He was appointed in the Virginia Army National Guard in November 1992 where he served in various command and staff positions at the battalion, brigade, division, and state Joint Force Headquarters level.  
 
He has completed Ranger School, Airborne School, Infantry Officer Basic and Advance Course, Command and General Staff College, and the US Army War College.  

His military awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Global War on Terror Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Mobilization Device, Master Parachutist Badge, Expert Infantryman Badge, and Belgian Parachutist Badge. 
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