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MILITARY OFFICERS STORM STATE CAPITOL – TO CAPTURE SUPPORT
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) leaders from Virginia stormed Richmond Monday, January 26, to capture support for veterans disability claims, education of military children, burial vaults at state veterans cemeteries, family relief funds, 100% disabled vets property tax, and homeless veteran services.  This was the 12th annual Virginia MOAA Day at the General Assembly.
Officers from insert name of Chapter, one of 16 MOAA chapters throughout the Commonwealth, called upon their delegates and senators to thank them for past support and ask them to co-patron bills in support of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Services Organizations (JLC) 2009 Legislative Priorities.  MOAA with 49,000 Virginia members is one of 23 veterans organizations represented by the JLC, with a combined JLC membership exceeding 250,000.  
General Assembly leaders addressing 51 Virginia officers included Speaker Howell, Senators Colgan and Stosch and  Delegates Cole and Cox.   Lt Gov. Bill Bolling spoke to the MOAA group. Attorney General Bob McDonnell, who was out of the area, sent a senior staff member.  Governor Kaine also met with the MOAA leaders.  VCOC officers were officially recognized from the floor of the Senate by Senator Stosch and House of Delegates by House Majority Whip, Cox.
MOAA’s role in advocating for veterans issues at national as well as state level was evidenced by the presence of 1st District Congressman Rob Wittman, a member of the House Armed Services Committee.  Congressman Wittman updated MOAA leaders on several issues and shared his views from recent visits to Iraq and Afghanistan.  

Insert a quote from chapter officer or legislator from chapter district here.

Leading MOAA’s Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) is President LTC J. Pat Green, USA Retired, Roanoke.  He and VCOC Legislative Chair COL Sam Wilder, USA Retired, Chester, will also lead an upcoming Virginia MOAA congressional luncheon in Washington.  The VCOC encourages officers of all branches of service, whether active duty, Reserves, National Guard, retired, or former officers to get involved with legislative issues at the Commonwealth and national levels by joining one of Virginia's MOAA chapters.   Widows and widowers of officers may join as auxiliary members.  See the VCOC  website  for information about Virginia MOAA and chapters http://www.virginiamoaa.com/.  Add chapter contact info and/or replace reference to VCOC website with chapter website.    
ATTACH PHOTO(s) OF CHAPTER PARTICIPANTS AND INSERT CAPTION FOR PHOTO HERE.  Generic VCOC photos will also be available on line Saturday at this link http://www.virginiamoaa.com/statelegislative/stormrichmond2009.html 
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