Welcome

To

The Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC)

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

Twenty-Fifth Annual

Virginia Congressional Appreciation

Luncheon

Honoring

The 13 Member Virginia Congressional Delegation 

For Their Efforts In Support Of Our
Armed Forces – Veterans – Retired Military

And 

Their Families

Tuesday 

April 27, 2010
Russell Caucus Room – SR325
Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C.

11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Congressional Introductions

MOAA members indicated will introduce members in the order they are available.  To conserve time, there will be no introduction of MOAA members; their MOAA, legislative and related positions are annotated below.

Senator Jim Webb:  BG Wes Edwards, USMC Ret.  – VCOC Past President, MOAA Representative Joint Leadership Council (JLC) 

Senator Mark Warner:  COL Sam Wilder, USA Ret.  – VCOC President; Past Chairman JLC, Va. War Memorial Board of Trustees

Congressman Rob Wittman - 1st District:  COL John Clickener, USMC Ret.  – Vice Chair VCOC Legislative Committee; MOAA Alt. Representative, JLC, Legislative Rep Potomac Chapter

Congressman Glenn C. Nye – 2nd District:  COL Jack Hilgers USMC Ret – Legislative Representative Hampton Roads, DVS Veterans Services Foundation
Congressman Bobby Scott – 3rd District:  Col. Harold Hostetler, USA Ret – Legislative Representative Portsmouth Area Chapter
Congressman Randy Forbes – 4th District:  COL Gary Metzinger, USAF Ret. – Legislative Representative Southside Chapter, President A.F. Assn. Leigh-Wade Chapter
Congressman Tom Perriello – 5th District:  LCDR Bill Tunner, USN Ret. –  Legislative Representative Central Virginia Chapter
Congressman Bob Goodlatte – 6th District:  CAPT Bob Stolarz, USN Ret. – Legislative Representative George C. Marshall Chapter 

Congressman Eric Cantor – 7th District:  COL Don Kaiserman, USA Ret. – 1st Vice President, Legislative Affairs VCOC, MOAA; Past President Richmond Area Chapter; JLC Representative from Association US Army (AUSA) 
Congressional Introductions

MOAA members indicated will introduce members in the order they are available.  To conserve time, there will be no introduction of MOAA members; their MOAA, legislative and related positions are annotated below.

Congressman Jim Moran – 8th District:  LTC Carroll Towey, USA Ret. – Past President and Legislative Representative, Northern Virginia Chapter, MOAA
Congressman Rick Boucher – 9th District:  Ms. Joan Washburn, Auxiliary Legislative Representative, SW Virginia Chapter, MOAA
Congressman Frank Wolf – 10th District: Maj. Michael Patierno, USA, Ret.- Legislative Representative, Shenandoah Valley Chapter, MOAA 
Congressman Gerry E. Connolly  – 11th District:  COL Stu Williams, USA Ret –           Vice Chair, VCOC Legislative Committee; Legislative Representative, Mount Vernon Chapter, MOAA 
VCOC Luncheon – Host Committee

We are very grateful for the outstanding work done by the Host Committee for the 22nd Annual Congressional Appreciation Luncheon.  Listed below are the members/chapter:

COL Sam Wilder, USA Ret.  – VCOC President – Overall Coordination.

CAPT Gary Hall, USN Ret. – Overall Logistics/Capitol Coordinator, Past Senate Staffer Senate Armed Services Committee, President Mt. Vernon Chapter – Assisted by Intern Brett Valentino
COL Victoria Revilla, USA Ret. – VCOC Treasurer – Financial Management, Attendance Point of Contact.

COLDon Kiaserman, USA Ret. – VCOC 1st  VP/ Legislative Chair – Legislative Read Ahead, Legislative Coordination.

Mount Vernon Chapter – Host Chapter – CAPT Gary Hall – Chapter President 

Visit the VCOC Website – www.VirginiaMOAA.com for more information on the VCOC and the Congressional Luncheon.

APPRECIATION FOR CONGRESSIONAL EFFORTS

Thank you for taking time from your busy schedule to be with us for our 25th Annual VCOC-MOAA Congressional Luncheon.  This luncheon is an opportunity to express our gratitude for all that Congress accomplished this past year for our active forces, reserves, retired, veterans and families. We especially appreciate your support for the 2010 Defense Authorization Act, which authorizes a 3.4% pay raise for active duty servicemembers, bars the Pentagon from implementing any TRICARE inpatient care or co-payment increases for FY2010, authorizes an extra 30,000 troops for the Army, authorizes full funding for the Defense Health Program, and authorizes special compensation for caregivers of severely wounded warriors. We are also thankful that Congress passed a record level of funding for all veterans programs for 2009, which is $6 billion more than 2008. Last, but not least, we appreciate that Congress approved a federal charter for MOAA this past year. We thank all our Congressional members for your important contributions to our national defense and for your concern for the welfare of our active duty forces, National Guard/Reserve, retirees, veterans and their families. 

While we are grateful for what has been done, much still remains to be done. Our priority concerns are listed below.

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE TOP PRIORITY OBJECTIVES

 2010 -2011

Strengthen the All Volunteer Force 

Our nation is at war and defense is the first duty of national government. We are in an “era of persistent conflict” and we need a national strategy for the long term violent extremism. Also the threat of a conventional high intensity war is a real possibility. We must re-balance our force to meet the full spectrum of potential conflict. Our defense budget must match our strategy; not the reverse.

We need a wartime budget! Our country can afford, and must devote, a greater share of its resources to national defense. Past wars have required a larger sacrifice from our nation; this war is no less important. Our defense budget must be increased to at least 5% of our GDP! Only the military is bearing the brunt of war; we must quit shortchanging them. Also, we need a national solution to our energy  problem in order to maximize our available defense dollars.
1.Increase the size of ground forces:  We are finally starting to increase the size of our land forces. But, we have dangerously stretched our Army and no longer have 
 a viable strategic reserve. We must rebuild our readiness! We urge Congress to fully fund and permanently increase the end strength of the active Army to 700,000, Army Reserve to 206,000 and Marines to 202,000. Do not reduce USAF/Navy strength to increase our land forces. 

2.Prevent  the erosion of TRICARE benefits: Cost savings in the Defense Budget 
must not be borne by service members who have served an arduous 20-30 year career.

TRICARE increases are unfair to those serving and to those who have served. We 

must have a permanent fix to the Medicare statutory reimbursement rate-setting

formula!
 3.  Help the Widows and Wounded: : The “Widows Tax” (SBP/DIC offset) is grossly 

      unfair as is the concurrent receipt injustice. Relief for both has been sought for years

      to no avail. Congress has applied its “funding offset rules” to widows and wounded; but n
      not to failed commercial institutions. If Congress can find billions for “clunkers”, it can

      find the money for our widows and wounded too. Our Wounded Warriors deserve the 

      best mental health care this nation can provide. 
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

MOAA is the nation’s largest and most influential association of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization.  With national membership of about 370,000 members from every branch of service – including active duty, retired, National Guard, Reserve, and former officers and their families – MOAA is a powerful force speaking for a strong national defense and representing the interests of military officers at every stage of their careers.  MOAA, founded in 1929, is the leading voice on compensation and benefit matters for members of the military community. There are 48,619 MOAA members in Virginia.  While each MOAA chapter functions independently, the Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) helps coordinate the combined efforts of 18 MOAA chapters in Virginia. VCOC works to provide chapters with common support and coordinates the legislative advocacy of its membership at the national and state levels.  Each year VCOC sponsors MOAA Day at the General Assembly.  In Virginia, MOAA is recognized as a leader in support for the active forces, veterans, retired military and their families.  MOAA members serve in many other veterans’ organizations to include the Joint Leadership Council (JLC) of Veterans Services Organizations.  The JLC, approved by the General Assembly, is codified in Virginia statues and its members are appointed by the Governor to represent 23 veterans’ services organizations.  The JLC advises the executive branch on matters of concern to Virginia’s 819,490 veterans.  
 Virginia Veterans and MOAA members by Congressional District for 2009:

District   Veterans     MOAA

District   Veterans    MOAA

     1          100,036
1,047


     7           68,082      1,724                   
     2          106,853      7,383                                 8          53,490      7,138                   

     3           72,747       1,657                                 9          56,335         453                  

     4            85,829      3,206                                10         70,310       4,972                       
     5            64,012      1,262                                11         78,428     13,149                    

     6            63,369      1,255
Virginia Council of Chapters’ Minute Man Award:
Annually VCOC recognizes a member or group from National MOAA Headquarters for their outstanding support of Virginia Chapter members.   The individual or group honored has rendered great service in a particular area in the past year or over a period of years that is deserving of special recognition.  The VCOC solicits nominations from VCOC representatives and chapters.  Each Chapter and members of the VCOC Executive Committee have one vote for a nomination.  The Awardee is giving a stunning replica of the Minute Man and retains the statue for one year.   The Award is presented at our most prestigious yearly event – The Congressional Appreciation Luncheon.  This Award and its counter part presented to a VCOC member were established in 1988.

Order of Events

Call to Order
      COL Sam Wilder, USA, Ret.






       President, VCOC

Pledge 
                                      Col. Jim Pauls, USAF, Ret.

                               President, VIP-MOAA Chapter
                                           Past Member MOAA Board of Directors
Invocation                                 LTC Blair Smith, USA, Ret.

                                           VCOC Past President & Chaplain     
Welcome                                   CAPT Gary Hall                                                                     

  
  President, Mount Vernon Chapter

Opening Remarks                      Col. Sam Wilder, USA, Ret.

           &                                           President, VCOC         

   Recognition                

Lunch 

At Random

Congressional Introductions & Remarks

Congressional Recognition

Introduction - Special Guest                  COL Sam Wilder
                                                               President, VCOC

Remarks                                                VADM Norb Ryan, USN, Ret.

                                                                President, MOAA National 

Awards Presentation
       

   Col Sam Wilder





      President, VCOC
2010 Legislative Program 

 COL Don Kaiserman, USA, Ret. 

     



1st VP Legislative Affairs


Special Thanks 

Senator Jim Webb                    Luncheon Host 


   MOAA Headquarters


   Sponsor
