DRAFT GUIDELINES

For

VCOC “STORMING THE CAPITOL”
24 January 2011
GOALS
· Increase visibility of the JLC, VCOC, and their roles as advocates for Virginia’s Military Community (Veterans, Retirees, Active Duty, Reserves, National Guard, and their families)
· Increase support for the JLC 2011 legislative objectives.

· Promote the role of the Department of Veterans Services.

· Augment and compliment what other Veterans Service Organizations are doing.

· Recognize and appreciate legislators.

DURING THE OFFICIAL SESSION
· The VCOC Legislative Committee Chair is in charge and will moderate the conference.

· Don’t offer personal opinions.

· Keep all comments and questions brief and limit them to JLC Objectives, not other legislation.

· Limit the number of questions, but have a few relevant JLC Objective questions available.

· Respect the time allocated to legislators for speaking.

· Be prepared for the Chair to limit the speaking time available.

WHEN MEETING WITH LEGISLATORS

SPEAK WITH ONE POWERFUL VOICE
· All VCOC members must advocate for the six JLC Objectives or effectiveness is lost.

· Have and distribute the JLC written point papers and FAQs.

· Do not add on “pet projects.”  You are an advocate for the JLC Objectives.


BE SPECIFIC - (the point papers)
· Clearly specify who, what, where, when.

· Have the facts/cost data to justify support.

· Speak clearly and avoid jargon.
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