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VIRGINIA JOINS EDUCATION COMPACT – MILITARY CHILDREN

Governor Tim Kaine signed legislation making Virginia the 14th state to join the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Children.  Colonel Sam Wilder, USA, Ret, Legislative Chairman of the Virginia Council of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) noted “Virginia has the largest population of military children of active duty parents in the United States (over 75,000), the Interstate Compact on Education for Military Children will be a tremendous help to our stressed military families. By easing their transition to new schools because of the many moves required of military families, Virginia has made a significant contribution to boost the morale of our military families.”  
Virginia passage of this educational compact was the result of considerable support by  Virginia’s Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (JLC) and cooperation with the Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense.  One of the JLC large Veterans Service Organizations is MOAA which includes 16 chapters in Virginia and the state council.  Insert brief local chapter info here.  Include President’s name and town of residence, and your chapter website.  You may also include the VCOC website (VirginiaMOAA.com)  referencing the state Legislative section).    
MOAA’s Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) President, LTC J. Pat Green, USA, Ret, considers himself a military “brat” who attended many different public schools as a youngster and teen and experienced first hand the inconsistencies in admission and transfer requirements among states.  Green was thrilled to see Virginia join the Interstate Compact. “This Compact is about military “brats” and their Families. When Soldiers transfer from place to place the family has to transfer also. This has created a hardship on the school children when they go from one school system to another. With the passage of the Interstate Compact, Virginia will make sure the military “brat” will not be a hardship case.  I am a brat who says thank you, Virginia!”
Veteran School Liaison, Charles French, of the Joint Military Services School Liaison Committee (JMSSLC) of Hampton Roads is also pleased. “The frequent relocation of military children, punctuated by the stress of separations from a deployed parent, can culminate in difficult challenges and a confusing range of opportunities. The inconsistencies in state standards and assessments, requirements to access programs, extracurricular activities, program accessibility, and social emotional factors, can make a military child’s path to college and work readiness difficult. The compact allows for the uniform treatment, at the state and local district level, of military children transferring between school districts and states.”
Photo is of Governor Kaine between COL Sam Wilder, Virginia MOAA Legislative Chair on left and LTC Pat Green, Virginia MOAA President, on right.  Both are retired Army.  Photo was taken by Melva Mallison, VCOC PAO, at the 26 January 2009 Virginia MOAA Day at the General Assembly (affectionately known to participants as "storming Richmond")
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