Joint Leadership Council Position Paper

SUPPORT THE VIRGINIA NATIONAL GUARD

1. ISSUE:  To protect the Virginia National Guard (VaNG) requested budget, to keep the Guard tuition assistance program fully funded, to fund needed O&M projects, and to protect the custodial rights of mobilized service members.

2. BACKGROUND:
· The state faces an estimated revenue shortfall of $300 million

· A common practice is for every state agency to take its proportional share of the shortfall (i.e. a “salami-slice” approach)
· The tuition assistance program is a vital component of VaNG recruiting/retention efforts.  In 2006 there was a shortfall requiring the Governor to use emergency funds
· The VaNG biennial budget request will include needed O & M projects
· Recent news reports have highlighted the plight of Guardsmen and Reservists who lost permanent custody of their children after being called into active federal service.  In these cases, the service member’s ex-spouse used the occasion of the service member’s mobilization to seek permanent modification of the child custody arrangement.  Active duty service members are also dealing with this issue, especially when deployed overseas

3. DISCUSSION:
· VaNG Budget:  All items requested are vitally needed to ensure that the VaNG remains fully prepared to meet statewide emergencies, both natural and man-made, to include prevention/response to terrorist attacks within the Commonwealth.  Also, it must remain prepared to meet its national responsibilities when called to active Federal service.  Its budget must not be decremented
· Tuition Assistance:  This program has proven to be a key initiative for recruiting/retention.  Fully funding this program is imperative to keep our Guard strong and effective
· Capital - Maintenance Reserve: The armories have not been funded at a level to meet minimum maintenance standards for a decade. Adequate funds must be provided to maintain and improve the armories such as submitting Capital Maintenance Reserve projects into the Virginia Public Building Authority.  

· Custodial Rights of Mobilized Service Members:  Guardsmen and Reservists called into the service of their country should have the assurance that their military service will not cause them to lose permanent custody of their children.  Similar protection should be extended to members of the Active Duty military

4. RECOMMENDATION:  That the Governor and General Assembly approve the requested biennium budget of the Virginia National Guard, and that the Governor and General Assembly pass legislation to protect the custodial rights of mobilized service members
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