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Legislative Update - STATE
We had a very good year! 
Considering that state revenue projections fell more than a
Billion dollars from the earlier predictions, veterans/military
issues fared very well indeed in the 2008 General Assembly.
I noticed a marked improvement this year in the overall
attitude towards veterans by members of the General 
Assembly. We have built a lot of good will.  Delegates
and Senators are sympathetic to our issues.

Virginia Wounded Warrior Mental Health Care: 
The passage of this program was perhaps our most significant accomplishment. It passed the General Assembly unanimously and was funded at $4.5 million for the biennium. It will go into effect 1 July 2008. Right now recruiting is taking place for the team in Department Veteran Services (DVS)  that will execute the program and fund raising efforts to raise private funds are also underway. Also, we have made initial contacts to attempt to secure additional federal funding in the form of earmarks or grants.


Legislation was passed that gave the Veterans Service Foundation its top priority for fund raising to support the Wounded Warrior program. Also, the size of the foundation was doubled with emphasis to appoint board members with private fund raising experience.


At Congressman Eric Cantor’s suggestion, we are also working with MOAA and DVS to possibly make this a national “pilot project”, which if successful could be emulated by other states.  See next page for info on receptions to garner funds and support, coordinated by Joan Washburn of the VCOC Legislative Committee.  
  

Virginia War Memorial Education Center: This effort was also a huge success. The state will provide $5.97 million upon certification by the Governor, or his designee, that $2 million in private funds has been raised. So, the effort by the War Memorial Foundation to raise the $2 million continues. I understand that over $1 million has been raised so far.  See next page for VCOC’s fund raising assistance.


Other JLC Objectives: Legislation was passed protecting the custodial rights of deploying soldiers with respect to their children. The proposal for tax relief for 100% disabled veterans was carried over to 2009. Also, the bill to provide tax relief for citizen soldiers deploying outside of the United States was carried over to 2009. The effort to allow service members to establish a credit freeze while deployed to deter identity theft was passed for all Virginia residents; however, it will be at a cost of $10 for each action with each credit company.


/  Sam Wilder, COL, USA, Ret,  VCOC 1st Vice President & Legislative Chair

State Legislative


Priority Objectives for 2009 


To Be Addressed at- July 11th VCOC Meeting:





The VCOC legislative committee has begun work on objectives for 2009. At the meeting on 11 July, the legislative committee will propose legislative priorities to submit to the Joint Leadership Council of Veteran Services Organizations (JLC). The JLC will decide on the priority legislative objectives for 2009 at its meeting on 13 August 2008. Consideration will be given to developing priority objectives from: 


	a) Objectives that were carried over to 2009, 


	b) Objectives proposed by DOD that require the states to enact, and finally 


	c) Objectives from all other sources.
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website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dvs.virginia.gov/jlc.htm" �http://www.dvs.virginia.gov/jlc.htm�








LTC James W. DeLaney, USA, Ret, with Virginia State Senator Jill Vogel 23 May 2008.  Senator Vogel briefed the Shenandoah Valley chapter on her first state Senate experience on the Virginia General Assembly.  LTC Delaney is chapter president.
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