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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

The New Year of 2010 started off on the right f&x.far we had three very successful VCOC events: A
important VCOC business meeting, a very enjoyaliaat to celebrate last year’s success in the @i@él'en program,
and an extremely productive “Storming of the Hili’'Richmond.

At our 8 January quarterly meeting, the counciedoon a number of important issues. We approve®dals
and Objectives for 2010that we as a council will undertake to achieve. ye=ed that we would continuously try to
improve. We approved a new VCOC Awards Policy, tedaur By-Laws, approved the VCOC National Legigta
Objectives for 2010, reaffirmed our VCOC

MOAA “Uniform”, adopted a

new chapter report format and VCOC GOALS FOR 2010

approved a new budget for 2010. We also IMPROVE LEGISLATIVE EFFECTIVENESS — National & Stat e
agreed toeduce the amount of paper used IMPROVE RECRUITING — Members & Leaders

and to rely more upon e-mail and the web site. | IMPROVE PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Finally, upon suggestions from chapter IMPROVE VITALITY & EXCELLENCE — Chapters
representatives we will have a focused See Goals & Objectives on VCOC website (in home si&m).
discussion at our meetings designed to help Objectives for each goal are included in this newstter.

chapters improve their operations. All of this
represents a huge accomplishment.

On Sunday, 24 January, leaders from all chaptgteged at Richmond’s Five Star hotel, the Jeffergde had a
delicious dinner and enjoyed great camaraderieeatxpense of MOAA. Because of our recruiting ¢ffan 2009, the
VCOC wonA Night Out With MOAAand it was well deserved. One of our recruiting
objectives is to win it again in 2010.

The day following the dinner many participants@l others from their chapter to come to Richmand “Storm the Hill”.
We had a great line up of speakers who talked td@’hs “star” was Governor Bob McDonnell, who is ®KWA member! We also
had the Lt. Governor, the Speaker of the HouseAtt@ney General, the Assistant to the Governoildommonwealth Preparedness,
and four General Assembly senators/delegates. dtering theme from all of the legislators is howain they appreciate not only
our past service but how important it is for ugtane to the capitol tadvocate for veterans and the military communiy. It is clear
that we have earned their respect and admiratiankkdw that this is another terrible year econotlyiGgand we may not succeed in
getting all that we are advocating for but theywrdOAA was in town. We achieved our objective ofri@asing attendance by more
than 10% over last year. We had a total66fpeople present. Even more importantly we obtainedstoundingr4 co-patron
signaturesfor our JLC priority legislative objectives. Fdret first time, we receivedewspaper and radio coverag®f our Day on
the hill. Thanks to the perseverance of our “Stédnmopers”,we not only “stormed” the hill — we capturedit!

As this goes to press, the state legislative m®¢& not over. |
hope that we will all stay engaged and when arn atenes out to contact
key legislators, that we’ll have maximum participat We are a
powerful voice in the Commonwealth and we need tose it

We will next turn our attention to Washington armdir
Congressional Appreciation Luncheonon 27 April. We are the only
council in MOAA that does this. The purpose is teldf First, to let our
congressmen know we appreciate their efforts dwepast year and also
to tell them how much more still needs to be ddwain this is an event
\ where we need to have a lot of participants ancheed to have each

. ", chapter represented. RemembeMUMBERS COUNT! More details
I\_/C_OC President, Colonel Sam Wilder at centelyill be forthcoming. Watch the web site for infortia.
eft: LTC John Clickener, USMC, ReatCcOC .
Legislative Vice Chair for State Legislation We have the best Council in MOAAbecauseave have the best
Right: Col Don Kaiserman, USA, R&COC ' vP chapters Let's just keep getting better.
& Legislative Chair

STORMING RICHOMOND 2010 . .
Photo by VCOC PAC [/ Sam Wilder, COL, USA, Ret, VCOC President 2010-20




CONTACTS & REMI NDERSVirginia Council of Chapters (VCOC), Military Offees Association of America (MOAA)

VCOC ELECTED OFFICERS 2010-2011

PRESIDENT Sam Wilder, COL, USA, Ret
12908 Scrimshaw Circle Chester VA 23836
(804) 530-1682 sdwilderl@comcast.net

1st Vice President (VP)/ LEGISLATIVE CHAIR
Don Kaiserman, COL, USA, Ret.

308 Tarrytown Dr Richmond VA 23229-7323
(804)740-4134 colonelsilverfox-i@msn.com

2nd VP/ PUBLIC AFFAIRS CHAIR & PAO
Melva Mallison, MAJ, USAF, Ret

90 Huber Rd Newport News VA 23601
(757) 596-5536 melvamaj@cox.net

3rd VP/ MEMBERSHIP CHAIR & CHAPTER AFFAIRS
John Baumgarten CDR, USN, Ret. 11512 Old
Carrollton Ct Richmond VA 23236-2440
804-379-7586 jabaumgarten@prodigy.net

TREASURER Victoria Revilla, COL, USA, Ret
10824 Bland Ridge Drive Petersburg VA 23805 (80
862-1162 Victoria.revilla@us.army.mil

SECRETARY Jim Roseg COL, USA, Ret
2216 Bloomsherry Dr Richmond VA 23235-5704
(804) 276-6775 jimrosel@verizon.net

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT J.Pat Green LTC,
USA, Ret 3161 Stoneridge Rd Roanoke VA 24014 (540)
345-8521 hokie69@aol.com

SCHEDULE & IMPORTANT DATES

28 FEB Dues Deadline to VCOC Treasurer, from chapters
8 MAR reservations/payment due for March VCOC meetiag
vCcocC 3°VP)

11 MAR (Thursday) VCOC Meetingefense Supply
Center, Richmond

1 APR Chapter Reports Due to VCO® ®P (in new format)
13 APR Reservation§layment for Congressional Luncheon
(to VCOC Treasurer)

27 APR (Tuesday) CONGRESSIONALUNCHEON
- DC - Senate Russell Office Building

10 MAY Council Crier input duéor June editiorfto editor/2 VP)
1 JUN Excellence Awards Submissions due to MOAA

8 JUL (Thursday) VCOC Meeting, Globe & Laurel,

near Quantico

14 OCT (Thursday) VCOC Meetin@etersburg

Country Club
Schedule as of 16 Feb 2010 — see also websitegne section

THIS VCOC NEWSLETTER TheCouncil Crieris published

4?uarterly for Virginia chapter leaders. Publicatimonths are March,

une, September & December. Input is duBdfprevious month.
DISTRIBUTION: Mailed toVCOC Directory listing of Virginia
chapter leaders that interact with VCOC (Chaptesients, VCOC
Reps, Legislative Reps, Auxiliary Liaisons & PAQ@s)ng the addresse
in the VCOC Directory (you may request to excluderymail address
and receive via email only). Copies are also sem@OC Officers &
Past Presidents, plus select MOAA staff. An etettr edition, in color,
is posted on VCOC website (newsletter section) ord\& PDF formats.

CHAPTER NEWSLETTERS:Please send your newsletter to
each Virginia chapter president and to the boarchbees of the Virginia

VCOC APPOINTED OFFICERS

AUXILIARY LIAISON: vacant
CRIER EDITOR 2P vp

CHAPLAIN: Blair Smith, LTC, USA, Ret (757) 898-338
Smith801@verizon.net 1006 Old Denbigh Blvd #102
Newport News VA 23602-2029

JOINT LEADERSHIP COUNCIL (JLCyep from VCOC:
Wes Edwards BG, USMC, Ret finealee@wildblue.net
(804) 462-7556 Box 307 Lancaster VA 23503-0307
Alternate John Clickener See Legisl Committee 2ndVice Cha

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE:(Chaired by 1 VP)

1st Vice Chaiffor National LegislativeStuart Williams,
COL, USA, Ret (703) 644-4126 shwI3@worldnet.att.net
9158 Rockefeller Lane Springfield VA 22153-1414

2nd Vice Chaiffor State LegislativeJohn Clickener, LTC,
USMC, Ret click03@verizon.net804-443-9226

161 Youhill Drive Tappahannock VA 22560

PERSONAL AFFAIRS Chaplain
SCHOLARSHIPS (Virginia MOAA) Treasurer

Council of Chapters (VCOC). Electronic (email celink) copies are
preferred (see VCOC Emails at left). Please irtdicame ofchapterin
subject line of the email sending the newslettdimnda

CHAPTER CONTACTS: The masterVCOC directory/

Aroster is maintained by VCOC Secretary and posted on
VCOC website, in the “Contact” section. Itdassword-
protected. User Name: vcoc4dir(all lower case).
Passwordis in mailed Crier & available at VCOC meetingsiefters,
starting with chag{note, everybody has same user name &
password) So pleasetify COL Jim Rose of changego

. chapter VCOC officers’ addresses, phone numberaijlgm
spouse name, etc).

VCOC WEBSITE: http://www VirginiaMOAA.com
VCOC committee chairs & officers are responsiblegimviding
content for their portions of the website. Siteléveloped and
maintained using Network Solutions hosting pack@gaual cost
of package, approximately $130) provides serversafivare,
not labor. The™® VP provides the labor — she says she’s far
from an expert (not a “web master”)!

QUICK REFERENCE This page is meant to be retained a

5

the

hd

WEB MANAGER: 2'° vp

used until next edition of the VCOC newslettite Council Crier.
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CHAPTERS

VA01 Central Virginia 18
VA16 Central Shengndoah Valley VIRGINIA CHAPTERS
VA20 Falcons Landing of the Military Officers Association of America (M&X).
All are affiliated with the Virginia Council of Chapsg(VCOQ.
VA18 George C MarSha” The list, at left, shows the code MOAA uses tantifg the chapters, such as
VA02 Hampton Roads for Give Me Ten recruiting credit. See chaptertiea of VCOC website
VA19 H eritage for a short summary of each Virginia chapter (ipfovided by chapter).
VA21 Heritage Hunt Oldest Virginia chapters are Richmond Area Chapter anchptan Roads
Chapter.(chartered in 1958 )
VAO03 Mount Vernon Newestchapters are Falcons Landing and Heritage Hurpiters(both
VA13 Northern Neck chartered in 2009) _— .
. Tidbits: The town of Hampton is not in the Hampton Roduzpter area (is in the
VvA04 Northern V|rg|n|a Virginia Peninsula chapter). The tidewater “Soiga$has Hampton Roads &
. e Portsmouth Area chapters, where as the Southsid@nié chapter is in the
VA1l Piedmont Vlrglnla Petersburg area, near Richmond. Heritage chapierRredericksburg — Quantico
area. Heritage Hunt is in Gainesville. Falconsding is in Potomac Falls. Georgeg
VA12 PortsmOUth Area C. Marshall chapter is in the area of Virginia Mily Institute & Lexington.
VA14 Potomac

VA07 Richmond Area DUES
VA15 Shenandoah Valley 2010 ChapterDUE Sto VCOC
hside Virdinia $O.80Reg_u_|ar members (officers & former officers Y
VA09 Southside '_ 9 e $0.40Auxiliary members (surviving spouses)
VA08 Southwest V|rg|n|a . Use the total numbers as of 31 DEC 2009, and
S ; . Do not include those new members who received frge
VA0 Vlrgmla Peninsula chapter membership for 2009.
Mail checks to the VCOC Treasurer at address «e 2 by 28 FE

Chapter leaders are pictured at the Jefferson | Heighmond, 24 Jan 2010
Showing off Give Me Ten 2009 recruiting succesto courtesy of VCOC Public Affairs Officer

"Cookies to Troops" CWwa3 Gabriela Wetherington, Hospitality ChairmarRi€hmond Area Chapter
(RAC-MOAA) and leader of Girl Scout Troop 590 oblGnial Heights, is heading up a "Cookies to Trdops
program, whereby people order the famous Girl Scontections, which will be packaged by the girfls o
Troop 590 and sent to troodsployed to Iraq and Afghanistan RAC-MOAA andSouthsideVirginia
chapters are participating, with RAC-MOAA picking-the cost of mailing the cookies overseas. Deadbr
orders is_20 March 2010To donate, go to the RAC-MOAA website to vieWl;dut and print the order form
http://pages.prodigy.net/jabaumgarten/cookies.&ﬁid mail with your check to the Girl Scouts.

All orders will be greatly appreciated. Thank yd&efry Munch!" / vcoc & VP J. Baumgarten
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Naval Air Terminal Norfolk Naval Station received danner to welcome returning military personneand
their families who have been serving in the Middbest and elsewhere overseas, fidampton Roads Chapter. Mrs.
Sylvia Smith and her husband, Colonel James A.I§0iBA (Ret) donated the banner. The presentatasmade to Mr.
Lou Lawton, Air Terminal Director by Major Norm Grs, USA (Ret), Chapter President, Captain Paulandisworth,
USN (Ret), Chapter Vice-President, and Chapter neesnBGaptain Bill Lehr, USCG (Ret), Commander Jolennvllion,
USN (Ret), and Colonel and Mrs. Smith. An additidmenner is planned, to wish departing and deptpymiitary men

and women a safe trip and rapid return.

The Naval Air Terminal supports our
war-fighters through the sustained
movement of passengers, mail and
cargo as a vital component of the

worldwide defense logistics pipeline.
Pictured from Left: Linda Jones, Ramp
Superintendent, Vanessa smith, Director Air
Terminal Operations, Ora Whitt, Director of
passenger Service, Lou Lawton, Major Crews,
Anthony Merriweather, Terminating Cargo. Back
row, BM1 Orlando Gandy, LPO, Stacy Daubert,
Passenger Supervisor, Raymond Lewis,
Terminating Cargo, Captain Hollandsworth,
Captain Lehr, Colin Lewis, Terminating Cargo,
and Barbara Mandley, Data Records Supervisor.
/John Vermillion, CDR, USN, Ret

HRCMOAA PAO

Library of Congress Veterans History Project

The United States Congress introduced legislabameate the Veterans History Project (VHP) in@8&8 part of
the American Folklife Center at the Library of Coegs. The Project unites diverse communities at@ucommon
purpose: collect, preserve, and make accessiblpatsonal accounts of American war veterans ¢duhae generations
may hear directly from veterans and better undedstiae realities of war.

The Veterans History Project has become the laggakhistory archive in the nation, with over &80
collections, including audio and video taped initems as well as original photographs, illustratidetters, diaries, and
other personal documents. Over 7,400 collectioesatirely accessible online for viewing and resear

Across the country, MOAA members and chapters Ipavecipated in the Veterans History Project.dntf Bob
Patrick, ' VP of theMount Vernon Chapter and MVC VCOC Representative is the Director of fegerans History
Project at the Library of Congress. He encourageginia chapters to start their own effort to cotléhe oral histories of
their members or other local veterans. Virginiatimee veterans deserve being honored by having steiies preserved
in the Library of Congress!

The Veterans History Project Website, www.loc.getg , gives info on how to participate along véth
companion video on how to conduct an interview arfie¢ld kit with all the documentation.

Are any Virginia Chapters going to Alaska with MOASBept. 24, 2010%he seven-day cruise with
Holland America is loaded with incentives for MOA®#embers. Find out more from MOAA's new travel partat
www.moaatravel.org or call (866) 724-4462.

THEY KNOW THE DRILL !

CAPT Paul “Holly” HollandsworthHampton Roads ChapterFirst
Vice President, is shown presente600check to Cadet LCDR
James Dwight, Commanding Officer of the Princesa Ni$

NJROTC Unit. The money will be used to hplrchase trophies

for the Februarprill Competition to be held at the Little Creek gym
(atleast twelve high schools participate Also on hand is Cadet

ENS Ryan Gardner, Executive Officer.
/John Vermillion, CDR, USN, Ret, HRCMOAA PAO
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Portsmouth Area Chapter with Delegate.  Southside Virginia Chapter stormers Early Stormers — 4 chaptarsgiuding
Del Roslyn Tyler signed up to co-patron 6 bills. Col Lee Lange, MOAA Director of Council &

“STO R M | NG 2010” GOALS ACH | EVED Chapter Affairs(a Mt Vernon chapter memb

AT VIRGINIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
As the VCOC Legislative Chair, | wish to express pgyrsonal appreciation to chapters and memberthéar
participation at our “Storming” event on 25 Janl@0As a result, VCOC had a very successful program
Actually we had eRECORD-SETTING EVENT ! Sam Wilder had requested a 10% increase in aitered
which we achieved, hittin§6 VCOC members.We had a record7 Chapters presentMost significant, with
VCOC/MOAA members filling the halls of the Genersdsembly, we gained sonT@ Co-Patron signatures
(probably more when G.A. members turned in forafsbby our members in the legislators offices). @ial
surpassed by a factor of 2+, the signatures actiitheeweek before by JLC’s “Storming” event. Andyhave
well over 250,000 members in the Commonwealth!aStp-of-the-hat” to VCOC chapters and membersdor
GREAT EFFORT, adding to solid recognition/respeeimbers of the General Assembly have for MOAA. On
the 25" of January, it was clear th41OAA was in the Building”, with Badges visible in every direction.
We had media coverage and a great list of keyesleafficials including OUR OWN member, GovernoriBo
McDonnell and he was in the “MOAA uniform” proudlyearing the MOAA Badge ( a first for a MOAA
member in the top spot of Virginia government) dredcame to our turf in Room 5E (yet another firsBp
again congratulations and thanks to chapter lehgeasid members for a most impressive showing fGrAMA.
Let’s repeat this at our up-coming Congressionaldheon in D.C. on 27 April 2010.

/Don Kaiserman-Legislative Chair

The Governor of Virginia — Himself a member of MOA#ad Richmond Area Chapter, met with VCOC storna¢the end of our
13" annual Day at the General Assemipilgoto courtesy of Governor’s Office

Front row from Left: LTC John Clickener, USMC, RMICOC Legislative Vice Chair for State), Col Donikgrman, USA, Ret (VCOCstl\/P &
Legislative Chair), Bob McDonnell, Governor of Viinga, Col Sam Wilder, USA, Ret (VCOC President).

See more info and photos of “Storming Richmond 261¥irginiaMOAA.com in Legislative State section

The Council Crie MARCH 2010 — Page 5



L E G I S LAT I VE U P DAT E —_ NATI O NAL @ National Legislative Priority Objectives:
'WI'W"MP"'“'W'

STRENGTHEN THE ALL
PLAN A POWERFUL SHOWING AT VOLUNTEER FORCE

CONGRESSIONAL LUNCHEON 1. Increase size of ground forces

When we hit the road for D.C. 27 April 20id our 25" Annual 2. P“‘i"e"t, ;rOSiO” of TRLCQRE
Congressional Luncheon, let’s repeat results aekiex the Virginia General 3. Help Widows & Wounde
Assembly “Storming.” Goals established at our 2aplvCOC meeting were to
haveALL 18 chapters present a visual show of MOAA badges on “our uniform”dree, white shirt and blue
blazer (red scarf for the ladies), &B Virginia members of Congresgoining our event angupporting our
National Objectives friendly conversation with those who representru€ongress, a reporter attending, and
news stories publishedafterwards. All these goals can be achieved.

VCOC has established a reputation with our foqugegislative affairs and promotion of needs of entire military family
in Virginia. As in the past the VCOC web site consaall the details required by our membership.eNbe firm requirement for both
pre-registration and advance payment to eliminaig fnancial loss resulting from “no-shows.” We asflat you accept these
requirements to keep our VCOC in a strong and gifibancial state. Melva (our Public Affairs Offiyeequests each chaptaing
a camerato obtain photos while meeting with our guests. Biilliams made an excellent suggestion and actias taken ofetters
to key Congressional membergi.e. our two Senators and members on the HouseedrServices Committee for their support of
VCOC National Objectives. We ask the letters besg@mnéed to the cited members of Congress in therehoffices PRIOR TO OUR
LUNCHEON to insure Congress men and women are awaiderstand and express their support when theytbeir presentations
during our hosted event for them.

We encourage Chapters to make these visits to
improve the effectiveness of support of our Nationa
Objectives. These efforts along with our past Lawrh

activities will contllnue to earn the respect andge Increasegrass roots supportat national/state level. (people who
that VCOC has with MOAAHQ staff, some who contact legislators).

will be attending our event. Plan to attend ouf 25
Annual Congressional Luncheon with other o _ . i

OAA friends/ b | ith lected All legislative liaisonsmeet with assigned Virginia US Senator or
M renas/members along with your electe Representative at least once each year to discDE0V& MOAA

LEGISLATIVE LEADERSHIP OBJECTIVES:

Increase chapter legislative team members to st3gaer chapter.

members of Congress. national legislative objectives.

Let’s go for a farge body count this Every chapter meet with all state senators ancydéss from their areq
year. See you in D.C. prior to start of the General Assembly.

j bon Kaiserman-VCOC1vP Increase attendance at storming of Hill and Corsipesl Luncheon

by 10% with representation froravery chapter.
27 APRIL y AW rep ' Very chap

Senate Office Bldg, Russell Caucus Room
RESERVE-PAY BY 13 APR

See National Legislative Section of website \filgMOAA.com

Use aVCOC alert systemfor state objectives during the General
Assembly with a “counter” to show strength of gressts support.

Send VCOQNational Objectives to MOAA President(Admiral
Ryan) as “consolidated input” per the new Cound¢iliiter guide.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE — STATE

WHERE WE STAND ON STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITES

Approaching the “CROSSOVER DATE" at the Generasémbly (Feb 16), we appeared to be on-track for
better-than-expected support on VCOC/JLC Statéslatgye Priority Objectives. At least 5 of our ®jectives, collectivelyaddressing 9 issues
aremoving thru the General Assemblyin spite of the fiscal condition of the CommonwikalThose involved with these objectives have nadired
a positive attitude and aided by VCOC success sigod-patrons during our “Storming” event and tsisiith legislators in their home offices, we
see traction on a significant number of our staggslative objectivedNe may not achieve all the requested funding but stuld be successful in
moving these objectives forwardthus meeting the legislative goals agreed thatast VCOC meeting. Some of the objectives beaygarry-
overs into our 2011 program but again we expestitpass expectations in this session of the Adgeiie continue to refine our legislative
programs, gaining from “lessons learned” from earictivities.

An excellent example of progress is in the arffeehapter participation on Legislative affairs: Soghapters now have both a Legislative
Chair and an Alternate chair and chapter committei#s 4 or more members providing essential backalnle added consistency to chapter
legislative programs. We encourage other chaptefsliow this trend and get membership involveddgislative and other committee activitiés.
personally thank those chapterswhich addressed our requests in these areas. \étee heard the commenNUMBERS COUNT” (a favorite
statement from Bill Flanagan) and a very valid est&nt. So keep up the progress to permit overafiraeement inaddressing the
needs/requirements of the military community in Virginia. Watch for future articles in “The Crier”, chedket VCOC web site and emailed up-
date reports on General Assembly activity on owislative objectives sent out by John Clickener Raftomac Chapter) and Steve Combs
(Department Veterans Services). These reportsesuteosit often to chapter legislative members fecdssion/review with chapter members. Please
keep up on those visits to the home offices of yalacted legislators. All these activities addhe success we achieve on VCOC/JLC Legislative
programs.Thanks again for chapter cooperation on above

/Don Kaiserman, COL, USA, Ret, VCOE \IP & Chair, VCOC Legislative Committee
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MEMBERSHIP VCOC LEADERSHIP

RECRUITING
OBJECTIVES:
GIVE ME TEN (GMT) PROGRAM FOR 2010 1. Grow each chapter by 1
GMT is an incentive program for chapters to red@AA members. new chapter members per
Some chapters also offer free or discount chapénloerships with year who are retained.
GMT. Here’s the latest news on the 2010 GMT: 2. Win the Night Out With

MOAA for 2010 GMT.

3. Improve recruiting for
leadership positions in
$ Each chapter will receive a $100 bonus for egmm (10) “paid” members chapters. Each chapter
recruited. president has a pre-
determined successor.

Paid GMTs: This year’s focus is on “paid” memberships. Thetés $28
for two years (or pay for a life membership accogdio age).

$ Recruiting retired and former officers and surviyispouses of officers, counts

toward reaching the “paid” membership goal. 4. Increase Gold Bar

Program to include all
$ Reinstatement of former paid MOAA members with $a@” memberships also Virginia collegeswith ROTC.
count toward “paid” membership totals.

$ Chapter members who convert to MOAA life membershifil also count toward the “paid” membership tetaBe
sure to make a strong push for these conversiogsun chapter newsletters, and be sure to emph#sitechapter
members who opt to call the MOAA Member Serviceat€eat 1-800-234-6622, “specify” that (1) they arBIOAA
chapter member and (2) that they give the MOAA M$fresentative your “chapter code” (e.g. VA-01 Gantral
Virginia Chapter) - bottom line:_no codeo credit

Free GMTs: Chapters will receive a $10 per capita rebate faergvfree” or “complimentary” one year GMT
membership issued (this includes: active-duty; @uReserve: OCS; antROTC instructors). There are no bonuses for
signing up “free” members this year; however, tieefmemberships still provide a viable source ehdar your chapter,
so don't ignore this money-making opportunity.

Reconciliation with MOAA: Each chapter is asked to retain a comprehensiveflall GMT “paid” and “free”
membership application cards submitted to MOAA andduct a periodic reconciliation with MOAA, when
the “category” report on the MOAA website does fiioe” with local chapter records.

Gold Bar Program: All VCOC-MOAA chapters who support a college or warisity ROTC program, should
have already submitted their gold bar requirementdOAA, including the name and address of the @ets
be mailed the bars. Remember, the Gold Bar Progsaanthree-step process: (1) order and receiveyota
bars, certificates and presentation folders (byise); (2) coordinate the presentation of the atk your local
ROTC unit(s); and (3) fill-out and submit the “ffe&MT membership cards (yellow forms) to MOAA. In
2009, the single biggest deficiency in “gold bardbgram recruiting was chapters not submitting thgleted
“free” membership applications to MOAA.

“Night Out on MOAA” - For 2010, to qualify for the elegant and
much-deserved “Night Out on MOAA,” at least 75%uEOC-MOAA
chapters (14 of 18 chapters) must tally-upiaimum of eight (8)
“paid” memberships (which includes “life membership conversiong
as stated above). To help your chapter and VCOEhrias
“achievable” goal, work hard on getting life mendigp conversions
by your chapter members and also work with MOAAdeentify

Aboveis a check

chapter members who have “lapsed” MOAA memberships. representing13,710
| feel confident if Virginia chapters work hard carned Oy Yirgiria chapters
on these two sources for “paid” memberships,
we will have little difficulty in winning our ALleit LTCRaulenter
fifth-consecutive “Night Out on MOAA.” VCOGs new GMT leader
/ John Baumgarten, CDR, USN, Ret, ﬂ;;jglgvrtgr?mh“
VCOC ¥ VP & Membership Chair Photos NCOC PAO

See Give Me Ten section of VCOC website VirginiaMOA.com
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Membership continued from previous page
Prospect Lists can help with chapter recruiting asvell as GMT. MOAA was behind in getting out the prospect ligis this
year's GMT effort, due to the implementation of tiewv database management system at MOAA. Victosign€ and company are
working hard to get the prospect lists out to alDMA chapters.
o0 Be sure to screen your prospect list for any “aufrehapter members who m#ége included in the list - it's embarrassing to
try to recruit someone who is already a memberoof ghapter!
o My cursory review of a sample chapter prospectwih over 2,000 names, revealed more than 800m&t MOAA
members with “lapsed” memberships and about 1,200rént” MOAA members not affiliated with a local®MA chapter.
It is apparent the pool of candidates for reacling Give-Me-10 “paid” membership goal is substdrdiad thesdists also
give us a good opportunity to “grow” the number ofchapter members as well.

CHAPTER AFFAIRS VCOC LEADERSHIP OBJECTIVES
ROTC/JROTC Awards CHAPTER VITALITY & EXCELLENCE

1. All chapters do a self-evaluation at least afipua

MOAIA h}?&g:&bsmgt'?l’ yettl.lfm't?d’ d (Appendices O & M-2, Council/Chapters PolicyP&ocedures guide)
Supply 0 medals, certificates an 2. Improve attendance at VCOC quarterly meetings.

presentation folders available for presenta- Every chapter represented at every meeting.

tion of this year's ROTGnd JROTCawards. 3. Increase the number of 5-star chapters fromIDtfor 2010
These items are made available on a “first-
come, first-served” basis. So, don't delay in
requesting your awards materials from the MOAA MemBervices Center (1-800-234-6622). If you cOntsOrAA
after the supply of awards materials is depleted;liyhave to purchase the medals you need fromiM@AA Store” on
the MOAA website. Alsobe sure your “Chapter Officer Report” on the MOAA w ebsite accurately reflects the
number of ROTC/JROTC units supported by your chapte, as this is the “reference point” used by the MOMS&C
to validate your request for support.

/ John Baumgarten, CDR, USN, Ret, VCO/® & Chapter Affairs Chair

MOAA Chapter Awards Competitions All interested VCOC-MOAA chapters should have sutbeni entries for the
MOAA 2009 Communications Awards by the deadlinel dfebruary. Also, don't forget the deadline for migsions for the MOAA
2009 Levels of Excellence Awards is_1 June 2010Please refer to Appendix “M-2" of the “MOAA Cocihand Chapter Policies
and Procedures Guide” for assembling your entrydomit forget to conduct the “self-assessment” negfifor your VCOC Chapter
Report for April 2010. | am confident that every @C-MOAA chapter has the potential to be a MOAA #igtar” chapter! The
new format for chapter reports to VCOC will helmpkers document progress towards 5 star stat@&0fti. / John Baumgarten,
CDR, USN, Ret, VCOC%VP & Chapter Affairs Chair

NEW Chapter Report Format See VCOC Websitd/irginiaMOAA.com, chapter section

These concise chapter reports are due electrontoef COC 3 VP at the end of each quarter. Since our qugrter!
meeting was moved up to March, rather than Aphidpater reports (covering Jan — Mar) are due dfeermeeting. To
save paper, reports will be posted on the VCOC iteebfter a quick review by CDR Baumgarten. Thbeapters can
access each other’s reports, read on line andquindnly those they need.

PUBL|C AFFA|RS VCOC LEADERSHIP OBJECTIVES
Public Affairs efforts can help grow chapter PUBLIC AFFAIRS

membership by spreading the word about your 1. Expand Public Affairs Committee with representadif®m _everychapter.
local chapter, what it does, what it stands for Every chapter has an appointed Public Affaiffic@r (PAO).

(and how to join).Public Affairs is free 2. Expand public_ity with articles in local ci\(iliaﬁh military newspapers.
publicity (as opposed to paid advertising). 3. Chapters publisat least one news story in a local pa_pe&a_\ch year.

CWO Don Hessof Central Shenandoah 4. Persuade newspaper reporters to attend Stoohidgl in Richmond and
Valley Chapter generated a great news story Congressional Luncheon. Assist reporters wiiting articles.

with photo published in the Harrisonburg Daily
News Record about storming Richmond. He had ttiechews release templates last year unsuccessfotiyhad to call the paper
several times this year, but it was worth the ¢ff@WO Hess indicated that since he establishetbsionship with the reporter, it
should be easier to get future articles publisheting “A word of thanks goes a long wawhen you need something else printed.”
Several chapters invited reporters to speak atrapwpchapter meetings.

Please refer to Public Affairs Section of VC@ebsite, VirginiaMOAA.com for some tips. Plan fayur PAO to attend a future
VCOC meeting which will focus on Public Affairs ding the open discussion portion (possibly the dngeting) Bring those
camerasto the Congressional Luncheon and wikat VCOC “uniform” including MOAA badge — to stand out in person and
photos. Share successesPlease see “Publicity” on page 7.

/ Melva Mallison, Maj, USAF, Ret, VCO®Y/P & PAO
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LEGISLATIVE ALERT SYSTEM
To Email State Legislators

Find the link on the State Legislative section @®C website or
you can simply go directly to the alert website:

http://vavet.org/
You may also contact your chapter VCOC LegislaRep for info
about legislative priorities and the alert systdeveloped by
VCOC Legislative Committee Vice Chair for State [sation —
John Clickener, LTC, USMC, Ret

Use of the alert system is a VCOC leadership obgdor 2010. Delegate Kirk Cox at podium during press

conference. At leftis Delegate Athey and g
placard about VWM Galanti Education Wing.
PRESS CONFERENCE Photo by Lindsay Fisher, Legisl Dir for Del Cox
House Supports Our State Legislative Objectives

On 10 Feb 2010 (a bad weather day), Delegate ®ark House Majority Whip and Vice Chair of the
House Appropriations committee and several othéedzdes, held a press conference to promote anmbgup
Legislative Priority Objectives of the Joint Leastdp Council (JLC) of Veterans Services Organai
(VSOs). The weather conditions had an impact upedia coverage but the VSOs and other agencies
(Department of Veterans Services and Virginia Wanhrial turned out at the conference, showing
appreciation for this support by members of thegba@nAssembly. Joining Delegate Cox were Delegates
O’Bannon, Stolle, Athey and Catrrico.

Delegates provided justification supporting
each objective. When one considers the fiscabs$aced
by the Commonwealth, this level of support from teuse
of Delegates shows how this body respects the heeds
requirements of our military community.

STATE LEGISLATIVE OBJECTIVES COVERED:

1. Real Estate Tax Relief for 100% Disabled Vets

2. Funding Veterans Services Budget including:
Virginia Wounded Warrior Program (VWMP),
Automated Claims System for veterans disgbdliaims,

VCOC members at the press conference included: New State Veterans Cemetery in S.W. Virginia
John Clickener (Potomac Chapter & VCOC legislative 3. Virginia War Memorial (VWM) funding
committee Vice Chair for State & VCOC's AlternateCJRep), | 4- Burial Vaults for State Veterans Cemeteries)
Jon Hatfield (VWM-Richmond Area Chapter - RACMOAA), 6. Ellmlnauon of income tax (Federal and Statedustri-
Steve Combs (DVS & RACMOAA), Gen Steve Huxtable bution of funds to family members of deployeda@l/
(Va. Nat Guard & RACMOAA), Bill Flanagan (Southside Reserve members needing funds - emergencyisitsa

Vlrgm'a Chapter ang a past pres!den_t of VCQC) Bod See VCOC website VirginiaMOAA.comState Legislative Section
Kaiserman (VCOC1VP and Legislative Chair). Other JLC for more on state legislative objectives (includihg 5" objective

VSOs included: American Legion, VFW, plus Gen Newma concerning court programs) and links to JLC & Gahg&ssembly websites.
Va.A.G. JLC chairman, Col Dan Boyer, USAF, Ret,
did a superb job at the press conference, explaihia JLC
process of determining priority objectives.

Following the conference, the attendees madera ppexpress their appreciation by meeting withspeakers. As stated in
other articles, we feel that progress has been ritagain potential passage of a number of Virgihi&€ objectives in the current
session of the Assembly. /Don Kaiserman, Col, USA, Ret VCO®\NIP & Legislative Chair

PUBLICITY Can Further our Legislative Agenda

Publicity about our legislative activism attraatgerest and action by others. It also generatesbaeship
(chapter and national), which in turn gives ua@e powerful voicefor our legislative effortsWe’ve had
great success with communication awards in Virginiat's do even better in 2010, with local medae of
the first steps is to have a person in charge wiireleases at each chapter — A Public Affairsd@ff(PAO).
We've already doubled the number of chapter PA@spared to last year. The PAO will need input from
subject-matter-experts, such as ybagislative Committee concerning the Congressiond&luncheon or
Storming Richmond. The news release templates from VCOC can helft@pters fill in the blanks with local
facts/stats/quotes and send (with a photo) toiaiviind military newspapers. See the Insert-B pagBublic
Affairs Leadership Objectives. Having reportersat key legislative events is one of the objedideveloped
by the VCOC. Please publish a legislative newsystoa local paper in your local area (and doaigkt to

report any publicity successes in quarterly rep@résv format). / Melva Mallison, Maj, USAF, Ret, VCOC?a/P & PAO
The Council Crie- MARCH 2010 — Page 7
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PAGE CONTENTS
1 President Column & NEXT VCOC MEETING:
VCOC Leadership Goals 11 MARCH 2010 (Thursday)
2 Contacts & Reminderer quick reference 10AM to 2 PM
Including Addresses of VCOC officers (coffee & pastries available at 9 AM)

3-4 Chapters

5 Storming Richmond - Goals Achieved BELLWOOD CLUB

Legislative Updates: Defense Supply Center, Richmond
6 National - Congressional Lunch You must have photo ID to enter.
State — Where We Stand .
Insert Membership, Recruiting Objectives, Pay in advance (by 8 March)
A-B Give Me Ten, Chapter Affairs, $13(payable to VCOC)
Vitality & Excellence Objectives Covers morning refreshments & sandwich buffet.
(before pg 7) | and Public Affairs Objectives _
7 State Legislative Alerts, Press Conference, Hosted by R_’|chmond Area Chapter
Publicity All Attendees Mail Reservation Form/Payment

8 Outside CoverMarch Meeting, T%gﬁs-lf fg_?.pter

Order MOAA badges CDR John Baumgarten (804) 379-7586

jabaumgarten@prodigy.net
HOW TO ORDER

MOAA BADGES - Legislative break-out sessionncluded.

The perfect completion of your VCOC - Open Discussionwill cover:

“uniform” to wear at official outings can i itali

be found on lin at the MOAA store by going Membership, Excellence & Chapter Vitality

to W_ww.moaa.(i)rg Cl'gk on_“Member Se_rwcesl_ K More info, including reservation form and directipwas emailed and
& Discounts tab. Under Discounts section, click on is in the meetings section of VCOC website, VirgMOAA.com

theMOAA Store and order fof4.75each. Shipping is
a set cost of $5.08, so reduce the per-persorbgasinsolidating
orders for multiple chapter members /VCOC Treasurer
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