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STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 
Member, Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (JLC)  

Storming the Hill 26 January:  
We had a very successful Day on the Hill hearing from top legislators, 
the Lt. Governor and even the Governor addressed our entire group 
for the first time ever. All were very supportive of our issues and of 
veterans in general. We had a good turnout of 51 representatives from 
all 16 chapters. Lobbying efforts concentrated on getting co-patrons in 
the Senate.  A special thanks to everyone for their hard work. 

 
 

As this goes to press, the General Assembly has reached “crossover day”. House bills are now being 
heard by Senate committees and vice-versa. In the face of the worst recession in recent history, our bills 
supporting veterans and the military community are still doing pretty well. Here is an update on our six 
state priority legislative objectives: 
 

1. “Turbo Vet”:  The bill patroned by Del. Kirk Cox, which was our Number 1 Priority, to direct the 
Department of Veterans Services to develop an automated system for the electronic preparation of 
veterans’ disability claims, has passed the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections. It was 
heard by the full Senate and passed 40-0! The Department of Veteran Services will now start 
working on getting Federal funding. Also, it appears that the $50,000 that had been cut earlier will 
be restored, thus allowing pilot testing to move forward this coming year.  

2. Interstate Compact: This bill has passed the House with funding to be provided from within the 
Secretary of Education budget (i.e. no “new” funds were authorized). There may be some 
resistance within the Senate. Last year the Senate Finance Committee did not approve this bill. 
MOAA and other groups have lobbied hard for this bill and its fate this year is still to be 
determined. 

3. Burial Vaults: This bill has passed the Senate and is waiting to be heard by the appropriate House 
Committees. No money was requested from the General Assembly this year for this objective. 

4. Military Family Relief Fund:  This bill met a strange and unexpected fate. It was never heard by 
the House Finance Committee and thus was killed for this year. This was the top priority for the 
National Guard. The financial impact was a projected loss of approximately $7,000 in state 
revenues. We are looking at ways to achieve our objective other than by legislation. 

5. Real Estate Tax Relief for 100% Disabled Veterans; This bill is still being heard by both House 
and Senate Committees. It’s too early to tell how this may turn out. 

6. Homeless Veterans Study: As a cost-cutting measure, no studies were allowed to be considered 
by the House. However, as Del. Kirk Cox is also the Chair of the Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Committee (JLARC), he has asked, and they have agreed, to do this study without 
General Assembly legislation.  

/Sam Wilder, COL, USA, Ret, VCOC Vice President & Legislative Chair 
 

Additional info on line at  http://www.virginiamoaa.com/statelegislative.html 
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Pictured here are some of the MOAA participants in the afternoon session, at the state 
capitol 26 Jan 2009. Morning session was in General Assembly Building. Photos by M. Mallison 

 


