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FROM PRESIDENT ELECT – SAM WILDER   Continued from Page 1 
 I’m extremely proud to be a member of MOAA, which I believe is the best veterans’ service 
organization in America. Furthermore, the Virginia Council of Chapters is the finest council in all of 
MOAA. The VCOC has set the standard for the other councils for more than the four years that I have 
been an elected officer. In the areas of legislative, recruiting, communications, and overall chapter levels 
of excellence, our council has perennially ranked at the top. We do things that other councils and chapters 
can only dream about. All of you have helped to make this happen and all of you can be justifiably proud 
of your contribution. You make the difference! 
 As we go forward into 2010, I do not propose that we should just pat ourselves on the back and 
rest on our laurels. Some people say that when you’re on top, the only way to go is down. I don’t believe 
that. I believe that we can continuously improve. There are always areas and ways that we can do it better. 
I hope that we will continue to do just that.  
 I will pledge to you that I will do my  
best to make the Virginia Council of Chapters 
even better and to remain the unquestioned  
best council in MOAA. 
 

 Respectfully, 
 Sam Wilder, Col, USA, Ret 
 VCOC MOAA President 2010-11 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW VICE PRESIDENT – DON KAISERMAN  
  Col Don Kaiserman, USA, Ret is an active member of  MOAA’s  
Richmond Area Chapter (RAC-MOAA) having held various leadership 
positions, including two terms as chapter president. He held several 
positions in the VCOC and has long been active in legislative affairs. 
He also served on Virginia’s Joint Leadership Council and is a 
vetted (by the Governor) member. He serves on the Ft Lee Retiree  
Council and the Advisory Committee, Virginia War Memorial.  
 “I look forward to my new VCOC position as  
Chairman of the VCOC Legislative Committee.”    
 In 1955, Don graduated Bucknell University, was commissioned 
Army 2nd Lt, entered active duty at  Ft. Eustis Virginia and entered Primary 
Flight training followed by Tactical Flight.  In 1957 he received Aviator wings 
and reported to Ft Rucker Alabama for Helicopter Flight program. Then it was back to Ft Eustis, assigned to 65th 
Helicopter Co (H-21) and Aviation Maintenance Officers Course (AMOC). “One could say I was becoming a 
professional student, in uniform, at this point.” After AMOC, Don reported for duty to the 80th Helicopter Co (H-
21) Ft Riley Kansas. In August 1958, the unit flew 15 H-21's from Ft Riley to Ft Richardson, Alaska (which at the 
time, was a world long-distance helicopter flight record taking 10 days and 20 refueling stops to complete the 
mission). On 25 July 1959 Don married Sylvia in a full military wedding. In October the Kaisermans returned to 
USA, Don left Active Duty and joined the 617th Helicopter Co operating out of Floyd Bennett Naval Air Station, 
Brooklyn N.Y. In 1965, he accepted the position of Bn. Aviation Officer in the N.J. Army National Guard and in 
1968 took an assignment in the 78th Div, Camp Kilmer, N.J. His unit became the 78th Maneuver Training 
Command and Don was assigned as HQ Commandant. He retired military service in 1975. In his civilian business 
career, Don held management positions in the Bell System with assignments at AT&T Headquarters and with N.Y. 
Tel. He then joined RCA-Computer System Div (Cherry Hill, N.J.) and left that position in 1970 to co-found 
Periphonics Corporation (a Hardware/Software firm in Long Island funded by EXXON. Retired in 2001, Don and 
Sylvia moved to Richmond Virginia.  They have 3 grown children and 4 grandchildren. 

Sam and his wife, Phyllis, are pictured at Veterans Day 
Luncheon 2009 at the residence of US Vice President 
Joe Biden and Doctor  Jill Biden.    Photo by Bob Mallison 

 

Col Don Kaiserman, USA, Ret and his 
wife, Sylvia, at MOAA Year of the 
Chapter Dinner in San Diego Oct 2009. 

  Photo by M. Mallison VCOC PAO  


