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MILITARY OFFICERS STORMED STATE CAPITOL - RICHMOND
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) leaders from throughout Virginia stormed Richmond Monday, January 24 to advocate for military, veterans and their families.  The 14th annual “Virginia MOAA Day at the General Assembly” was led by MOAA Virginia Council of Chapters President, Sam Wilder, COL, USA, Ret, of Chester  and Vice President /Legislative Chair, Don Kaiserman, COL, USA, Ret, of Richmond.

Leaders from insert name of chapter, one of 18 MOAA chapters throughout the Commonwealth, called upon their delegates and senators to thank them for past support of military, veterans, and families and ask them to support specific bills meeting the objectives of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Services Organizations (JLC).  MOAA, with more than 40,000 Virginia members, is one of 23 veterans services organizations serving on the JLC, with a combined JLC membership exceeding 280,000 – advocating for more than 820,000 Virginia veterans.  The JLC advises the Commissioner of Veterans Services and the Governor concerning military, veterans and their families.  
The 2011 objectives are in-state tuition rates for military recently released or discharged from active duty, benefit services staffing at Department of Veterans Services, funding for state veterans cemeteries and Virginia War Memorial, judicial procedures for veterans and military members, and potential alternative revenue sources (lottery) for veterans programs.
General Assembly leaders, addressing the sixty MOAA stormers, included House speaker Howell, Delegates K. Cox, R. Anderson and Janis, Senators Stosch, Saslow, Edwards, and Colgan,  Major General Chip Long, the Virginia Adjutant General, spoke about National Guard issues, The Honorable Terrie Suit, Assistant to the Governor on Preparedness and Eric Finkbinder, the Governor’s Chief Policy Advisor, addressed the storming officers on the Governor’s behalf.    The Virginia Attorney General, Ken Cuccinelli also spoke and entertained questions.  Commissioner of Veterans Services, Paul Galanti, himself a member of the Richmond Area Chapter of MOAA, discussed the governor’s charge to make Virginia the most veteran-friendly state. 
Insert a quote from chapter stormer and/or legislator from chapter district here.  Mention your chapter member(s) introduced in a chamber (house of delegates or Senate).  Also mention if a chapter member introduced one of the speakers.  _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________  

VCOC may also provide quotes from VCOC president, Legislative Chair and/or Virginia governor at or after the storming (check web page) http://virginiamoaa.com/statelegislative/stormrichmond2011.html  
Wilder and Kaiserman proclaimed the day a success.  Wilder, noted “Our members heard and appreciated many expressions of gratitude for their service from members of the General Assembly. We especially appreciate the Governor’s and General Assembly’s goal of making Virginia the most veteran-friendly state in America. We are working to make that goal a reality.”
The VCOC encourages officers of all branches of service, whether active duty, Reserves, National Guard, retired, or former officers to get involved with legislative issues in the Commonwealth as well as at national level by joining one of Virginia's MOAA chapters, such as insert name of chapter.   Surviving spouses of officers may join as auxiliary members.  See the VCOC website  VirginiaMOAA.com for information about Virginia MOAA chapters.  Add chapter contact info and/or replace reference to VCOC website with chapter website.    
PHOTO/CAPTION:  Attach photo(s) of chapter participants and insert caption here. Include town-of-residence for the chapter leaders pictured (this will help the paper see the local significance).   Identify the photographer.  
Generic VCOC photos will also be available on line, the night after storming, at this link http://virginiamoaa.com/statelegislative/stormrichmond2011.html 
Please use pictures of people and legislators from different communities for different newspapers, to increase the news-worthiness of the photo, from the paper editor’s point of view. 
This Template is provided by VCOC Public Affairs Chair for chapters to use locally – fill in blanks and send to local civilian and military papers and other media as chapter leadership deems fit.
� EMBED Word.Document.8 ���





. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.


.














_1356408879.doc
��




