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VCOC Website
Don’t let cobwebs grow on your council website – use it!
Useful items on the website include:

Bylaws (VCOC).
Chapter Synopsis (for each chapter that provided info).
Congressional Luncheon (under National Legislative).
Contacts (VCOC officers and links to key websites).
e-Crier (quarterly VCOC Newsletter) – electronic editions, in color.
Give Me Ten (Info, forms, previous year recognition dinners).
Legislative Priorities and Issue Papers (Separate sections for State and National).
Joint Leadership Council (in State Legislative Section).
Meeting Info – past and next.
Photos (throughout the website.  Also miscellaneous photos in sub-section of home page).

News Releases (in pertinent subject area, such as Storm Richmond, in State Legislative Section).
Schedule (VCOC).
Storm State Capitol – Richmond (In State Legislative section).  2008 & previous years.
Thirty Stars of Excellence (Home Page Section).  6 Virginia chapters won in 2007 for 2006 excellence.  
Web Input (in Contact section).
The website has a new look, with no more two menus at the top (red and white).  Now, from any page you can point your curser to the main menu item and see the sub-menu subjects available, then click on the main or sub-menu to go directly to the page you want.  The website was developed using Network Solutions for web hosting and design. The VCOC purchases Network Solutions on a two-year basis, so current package expires in Jan 2010.
 /Melva Mallison, Maj, USAF, MSC, Ret, VCOC Web Coordinator and 3rd VP melvamaj@cox.net
Public Affairs – Local Stories are Best
Please publicize chapter community service and legislative
activities in both civilian and military newspapers (and notify local

TV stations too!).  This will help the general public and potential new
members know what your chapter contributes locally (and state wide).
Chapter members will take pride in seeing their local chapter in print.  
A few might become more active as a result.


Don’t give up if the stories are not printed – Keep trying!  The community or home town section of newspapers will often print a short story if it has a local flair (photo/caption of a member of that community… quote from a local person).  Some papers accept on-line postings.  Even if it is not picked up by the paper to print on paper, the on-line story could catch attention of other on-line folks.

Tailor the VCOC canned press releases and submit to your local paper.  Petersburg/Fort Lee        printed “Officers Storm State Capitol” article and the Daily Press on the peninsula featured a story on line, with different photo/quotes, but the same core article.


Virginia is the only state to conduct a state Congressional Luncheon.   Please bring cameras to get good shots of your chapter leaders with your congresspersons, and pen/paper to make note of a good quote from your own congresspersons.  Publicize with or without the VCOC press release.  There were good articles printed in at least three papers last year about the Virginia MOAA Congressional luncheon.  
Lets try for all Virginia MOAA chapters in print this year.


For Give Me Ten, you may use the MOAA News Release, but refer interested parties to local phone number/email/address and chapter website (if the chapter has one).  Be sure to say how Give Me Ten benefits the recruit and the local chapter (and veterans & military families by giving MOAA a stronger, powerful voice).  
 /Melva Mallison, Maj, USAF, Ret, VCOC Public Affairs Officer & 3rd VP melvamaj@cox.net (757) 596-5536
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