Personal Affairs


Life moves very quickly these days, and sometimes we can hardly keep up with the changes.  Keeping records updated is extremely important.  If you change your residence, be sure Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) knows the new address.  Even better, have your pension check direct deposited to the financial institution of your choice.  Read more about keeping your records updated at http://www.dfas.mil/rna-ws/dec2007/keepingyourrecordsupdated.html

Many retirees and spouses use myPay to retrieve their Retiree Account Statement (RAS) and 1099R Tax Statement, however, may not be aware of the other features offered in their myPay account.  MyPay provides the customer with the access and capability to input desired or needed changes at their convenience…Read more about myPay and the unknown capabilities at:  http://www.dfas.mil/rna-news/dec2007/mypaycapabilities.html 

Most importantly, keep the MOAA.org website in your favorites list and check it frequently.  The Legislative Update will keep you posted on current legislation.  At this time it is critical that we inform our legislators of our wishes.  Congress put off any TRICARE fee increases for 2008, but a new DoD health care task force has proposed a new annual enrollment for TRICARE for Life.  There are bills introduced at this time to keep our TRICARE at no cost.  Your Congresspersons will not know how you feel about these fees if you don’t inform them.  These new fees along with more expensive drug copays will not only hurt your pride but your pocketbook!!  Act now!!
/Jackie Peters, VCOC Auxiliary Liaison & Personal Affairs Committee

Auxiliary Power
 
Every day we receive new 
information about additional benefits,
COLAs, pharmacy options and more.  
It is up to each of us to put that information to work for us in a productive way.  

I recently learned that if one is collecting SBP, and the service member was in Viet Nam, possibly exposed to Agent Orange Chemicals, it is possible to go to the Veterans Administration with that information and apply for DIC, Dependency and Indemnity Compensation.  DIC quite possibly will entitle the beneficiary to a larger monthly sum that is non-taxable.  Some of the diseases under that guise are Non-Hodgkins’s Lymphoma, Cancer of the lung, larynx, trachea, to name a few.   In addition, Congress is working on legislation to entitle beneficiaries to both SBP and DIC.  This is important legislation for all of us to bombard our legislators with.  


The Department of Veterans Affairs recently activated a new web site aimed directly at surviving spouses of military members who died on active duty and surviving spouses of veterans who died after serving their country.  The site, http://www.vba.va.gov/ survivors, not only links to the VA pages describing survivor benefits but other government sites that may offer valuable information and assistance.  The main VA web site is at http://www.va.gov/ .  These are important sites for us to have at our fingertips.

/Jackie Peters, VCOC Auxiliary Liaison Emailpetejac3@verizon.net
SURVIVOR BENEFITS


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION WEBSITE:


vba.va.gov/ survivors
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