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Legislative Update - STATE
As this goes to press, our VCOC/MOAA and Joint
Leadership Council (JLC) legislative objectives are
moving through the General Assembly very well. 
Thanks to the wonderful efforts of VCOC members
and others, our veterans’ issues are receiving excellent
support from Virginia legislators. However, this good
support must be viewed against a backdrop of a pre-

diction of declining revenues due to the overall
economic situation. As a result, while some of our
objectives may be considered very worthwhile, they
may not receive the amount of funding we would
like. Here is my assessment of key bills at this time.
Wounded Warrior Mental Health Program: This initiative has become one of our very top objectives. Similar bills are being patroned simultaneously in the Senate, by Senator Toddy Puller, and in the House, by Delegate Kirk Cox. Both bills have progressed through their respective chambers unanimously. (Kirk Cox’s bill had 80 co-patrons. That’s amazing!)  Clearly we have total support for this program. Also, Governor Kaine told the VCOC leadership team that he very much liked the concept. However, he could not promise full funding. It remains to be seen how much money will be appropriated for this effort. I think we will come out with at least enough to get the program started.
Now is the time to contact members of the Senate Finance and House Appropriations and tell them we need full funding for the Wounded Warrior Mental Health program.

Turbo Vet: This initiative was introduced by budget amendments, instead of the normal bill process. The Governor submitted a budget amendment to his own budget proposal of $300 million. We are asking the General Assembly for an additional $900 million to fund the program through Phase III, which will provide the full range of veterans’ benefits. These budget amendments were introduced by Senator John Edwards in the Senate and Delegate Mark Cole in the House. Realistically, I would not expect full funding for this given the current climate of tight money. If we get even half of what we are asking for, we will be able to continue the development of this important program. We may have 
to come back next year to solicit funding to complete the program.

Virginia War Memorial Education Center: Senator Stosch’s bill passed the full Senate.  Delegate Cox’s companion bill passed the full House, so I would not expect any problem with this objective. As soon as the private funding of $200 million is raised, the state funding will become available.

Tax Relief for 100% Disabled Veterans: There were two bills in the House and two bills in the Senate for this objective. All have been continued to 2009. We knew this would be carried over until next year because it requires a change to the Virginia constitution, which in turn requires two years for passage. 

Tax Relief for Citizen Soldiers: The House Bills for this objective have been continued to 2009. Because of the tight money this year, we expected this would happen. This bill is not “dead”, but it just won’t happen this year.  I expect the same thing to happen with the companion Senate bills. 
I expect that we will have to come back next year on this one.

Credit Freeze: There are several bills which will legally give Virginians the right to establish a credit freeze. This issue is still being debated. We are fighting to exempt military from having to pay fees to do so. We’ll just have to wait to see how this one comes out.
/Sam Wilder, COL, USA, Ret, VCOC 1st VP and Legislative Chair
13 Feb 2008
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