RAC-MOAA to Celebrate 50th – Dec 5th.
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The Richmond Area Chapter (RAC-MOAA) will host its 50th Anniversary Celebration in Richmond, Dec 5th. The chapter was founded in Virginia’s capital on 3 December 1958, by a charter cadre of thirty-five officers, led by Col Joseph W. Koch, USAF, Ret, and CAPT Towson O. Summers, USN, Ret. The annual dues were $2 per member.  Their goal was to someday reach 500 members. The charter was issued in February 1959.  Today, the chapter dues are $12.  RAC-MOAA has grown to nearly 700 members, making it the
largest MOAA chapter in Virginia. 


Delegate M. Kirkland (Kirk) Cox 
(66th District - VA) recently introduced

House Joint Resolution 291 in the 
Virginia General Assembly, recognizing
and commending RAC-MOAA for many
years of legislative and community-
support efforts. Delegate Cox is slated

to present the resolution at the 5 December

event. Details will be published when available.


RACMOAA website is
http://pages.prodigy.net/jabaumgarten/home.htm
/John Baumgarten, CDR, USN, Ret RAC-MOAA President







Survivor Benefits – Join the Fight!

Those of us that have lost a spouse to military service are very aware that our military partner paid into SBP for a very long time, 30+ years.  It’s hard to understand Section 644 of the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which modifies the SBP/DIC offset.  This legislation affects survivors who have the Dependency and indemnity Compensation (DIC) annuity deducted dollar for dollar from their Survivor Benefit Program (SBP) annuity, possibly losing as much as $12,804 per year.  


The 2008 NDAA would help correct this by providing survivors an allowance of $50 a month beginning in October, and incremental increases to $100 a month in five years.  This is too little too late!!  MOAA lobbyists will continue working to solve this inequity.  


There is a positive side.  This is the first time Congress has acknowledged this inequity and that something needs to be done, a small acknowledgement, but a foot in the door.  We must come back fighting.  The law must be changed to provide a more reasonable solution for those who have sacrificed so much.  What’s next? 


Every auxiliary member, every regular member, including retirees, active duty, reserve components and spouses, and most of all any patriotic citizen who will join us, must join this fight.  Congress must hear from us again and again.  We must educate Congress that this priority issue will not go away.  Please understand that we need every one of you to participate in a letter, email or phone call barrage.  These are your senators:

John W. Warner


Jim Webb
225 Russell Bldg.



144 Russell Bldg.
Washington, DC  20510

Washington, DC 20510

Phone: 202-224-2023


Phone: 202-224-4024

http://warner.senate.gov

http://webb.senate.gov


Three SBP annuitants are suing the federal government to restore their annuities and avoid the offset.  Their day in court was January 30.  After arguments, the judge said he would take the widows’ and Defense Department arguments under advisement and render a decision “in the near future.”  


Thank you!  

      /Jackie Peters/ VCOC Auxiliary Liaison Email: petejac3@verizon.net

RAC-MOAA President, CDR John  Baumgarten, USN, Ret and  Treasurer, COL Jim Rose, USA, Ret, at RAC-MOAA dinner  meeting 28 Jan 2008.  VCOC members who stormed the state capitol that day were invited to attend. (with advance reservations).
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