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GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY

VCOC 2008 Give Me Ten
GOLD BAR PROGRAM
During 2007, VCOC Chapters began to offer gold bars and MOAA Give Me Ten membership forms to ROTC cadets receiving their commissions upon graduation from Virginia Colleges and Universities.  Almost every VCOC Chapter is located near a college or university that offers ROTC training. Many Virginia chapters are already providing MOAA medals (and in some cases chapter stipends or scholarships) at graduation ceremonies.  This represents a good source for Give Me Ten recruiting. There are at least 20 Virginia colleges and universities with ROTC programs. During the May/June time period, at least 100 cadets in these ROTC programs will receive commissions. Please contact the ROTC department near you to offer Gold Bars to these new officers.  The only costs to the chapter are the gold bars and volunteer time.  The chapter will receive $10 from MOAA for each Give Me Ten recruit, and good will from the cadet and parents. The new officers who fill out the Give Me Ten form will receive a free one-year introduction to the Military Officers Association of America. 
 / LTC Paul Mehler, USA, Ret, VCOC 2nd VP and Membership Chair
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Left to right at $600 check-presentation are: CAPT Bill Lehr, USCG (Ret);
C/PO1 Debbie Lowenthal; C/SA Taquisha Keeling; C/SN David Martinez;
LtCol Jim Dellaripa, USAF (Ret), Chapter President; C/LCDR Roneshia 
Owens, Unit Command Officer; C/SN Damien Graham; C/PO3 Nickia
Simmons; C/SA Teresa Arnette; and LCDR Walt Wesolowski, USN (Ret),
.
CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP

The VCOC experience with chapter membership over the last 2 years has been good, but it needs to be much better. Overall Virginia chapter membership increased by 377 from Dec 31, 2006 to Dec 31, 2007, bringing our strength to 4,266 chapter members. Much of this increase is due to the Give Me Ten program whereby some chapters are giving chapter membership with Give Me Ten.  There are more than 49,000 MOAA members living in Virginia. Without any new incentives from MOAA, here are some ideas to recruit chapter members:

1.  Treat membership as a high priority.  Appoint a chapter Membership Chairperson. 
2.  Offer 1st year free chapter membership. (This is the best incentive that works.


In most cases, the retention rate is better than 50%.) 

3.  Use the prospect lists provided to each chapter by MOAA to call or mail. 


Each chapter should receive an updated prospect list from MOAA in February 2008.  
4. Ask officers to join wherever you see them. This is particularly true at Officer’s Clubs, Snack Bars,

Commissaries, and PX-BX’s.  thank them for serving and invite them to join.
5. Contact Base/Post Retirement Officer who can provide you dates of Retirement Conferences.


Bring membership forms and chapter info to the conferences and to Retiree Appreciation Days
6.  Publicize chapter and VCOC events.  Include a phone number, email or website, to join the chapter.  
/ LTC Paul Mehler, USA, Ret, VCOC 2nd VP and Membership Chair
HAMPTON ROADS MOAA


Annual Junior ROTC


DRILL TEAM AWARDS.


Each year the Princess Anne High School Navy Junior ROTC unit hosts a Drill Competition attended by at least 16 other High Schools, some from out of the local area.  The Hampton Roads Chapter provides a check each year to help purchase the trophies for the winning units.  This year the Chapter provided a check for $600.  The event was held 2 February 2008 at the Little Creek Amphibious Base gym.


  /Photo & Story by CDR John Vermillion, USN, Ret, HRCMOAA Newsletter Editor.  John is also on VCOC Public Affairs Committee.
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