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Legislative Update
STATE ISSUES:

The Richmond paper on 13 August 2008, screamed
“Va. budget may be short 1billion.”  The editorial the
following day pointed out that this “will require cuts in a 
budget already scaled back by $2 billion from earlier 
projections. It’s a tough come-down from three years ago

when the state enjoyed a surplus thanks to better-than-
expected tax collections.”

Needless to say, this situation does not augur well for veterans issues this year. The Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Services Organizations (JLC) met on 13 August and had to pair down a “wish list” of over 20 items, totaling over $9 Million. Delegate Kirk Cox attended our meeting to receive an award from JLC for his Outstanding Support for Virginia Veterans and he cautioned us that we “may” be able to get one big ticket item approved, but we will have to lobby very hard. 


With the newspaper headlines and Delegate Cox’s candid advice ringing in our ears, the JLC went to work and came up with a six item agenda. The most expensive will be Turbo Vet. At this time the JLC is calling all six items “top priorities”. At the December JLC meeting, they will vote to rank order the priorities and at that time I would expect that they will decide to make Turbo Vet the clear number 1 priority. The 2009 JLC priority legislative agenda is:
· TurboVet System:  The JLC requests that the Governor and General Assembly fully fund the development and deployment of the TurboVet System.

· Homeless Veterans Study:  The JLC requests that the Governor and General Assembly fund a study to examine the current level of services provided to homeless veterans in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the need for and cost of additional services.

· Burial Vaults for Virginia State Veterans Cemeteries:  The JLC requests that the Governor and General Assembly appropriate funds so that burial vaults may be provided at no cost at Virginia state veterans cemeteries.

· Real Estate Tax Relief for 100% Disabled Veterans:  The JLC requests that Governor and General Assembly pass legislation to amend the Virginia Constitution that would require local governments to grant real estate tax exemptions for 100% disabled veterans without regard to means testing.

· Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Children:  The JLC requests that the Governor and General Assembly enact HB395 (2008), Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children.
· Military Family Relief Fund:  The JLC requests that the Governor and General Assembly enact legislation such that benefits paid from the Military Family Relief Fund shall be nontaxable.

NATIONAL ISSUES:
At this time I have nothing new to report that has not been covered by the media and MOAA Hqs. The VCOC Legislative Committee will begin to consider any changes in our national legislative agenda at our October meeting and make final changes (if any) at the December VCOC meeting. We plan to have a current, up to date VCOC national legislative agenda printed on the agenda for next Spring’s Virginia congressional luncheon.  
/ Sam Wilder, COL, USA, Ret, VCOC 1st VP, Legislative Chair
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