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Virginia Wounded Warrior Program
The RAND Corporation reports that more than 30% of returning

service personnel “have a mental health condition or reported

experiencing a traumatic brain injury” or TBI.  Nearly 20% meet the

criteria for post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) or depression.

Multiple tours can increase the rate of combat stress by 50%.

Virginia’s share of this serious health concern comes to more

than 50,000 veterans over the next 20 years.  Considering the 

impact on spouses and children, the number increases to 200,000

during the same time period.  It is a public health issue that the

current service delivery system is not prepared to address, despite

the increased emphasis and funding at the federal level.

Virginians are at risk. 

The Virginia Wounded Warrior Program, established by the 2008

General Assembly and signed into law by Governor Kaine, is

designed to reduce this risk.  
Although there are other “Wounded Warrior” Programs,
Virginia’s program serves Virginia veterans and family members
regardless of service.  The Virginia program focuses on providing
behavioral health and traumatic brain injury services using existing
federal, state, and local providers.  Program development is underway.

Expanded services will be available in 2009.

In the meantime, if someone you know or your Chapter knows is a
veteran - or family member of a veteran - who is injured or is
experiencing the symptoms of PTSD or TBI as a result of service
in a combat area, call the Virginia Department of Veterans
Services (DVS) project manager, Martha Mead, at 804-382-0421
or visit www.virginiaforveterans.com.

The Virginia Wounded Warrior Program is funded by a $4.4 million
state appropriation over the 2008-09 biennium.  However, this will
not cover the full cost of the program.  Therefore, the Commonwealth
is seeking donations from individuals and organizations.  
The Virginia Veterans Services Foundation (the Foundation) is available to receive contributions to support the program.  The Foundation is a state agency and is eligible to receive tax deductible donations under Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code and Section 2.2-2719 of the Code of Virginia.  Wounded Warrior donations are placed in the Veterans Services Fund and cannot revert to the Commonwealth’s General Fund for other uses.  The state Auditor of Public Accounts annually audits the Fund.  This assures that the maximum amount of citizens’ donations will go to our veterans and not to administrative overhead.

The Foundation has been tasked to raise $150,000 in FY 2009 and a like amount in 2010.

The Foundation Board of Trustees has several MOAA members who are counting on support from Virginia’s MOAA Chapters and members for the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program.
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The Military officers Association of America’s (MOAA’s) Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) and its chapters were leaders in seeing that this important legislation was enacted.  It will coordinate support services for veterans, Virginia National Guardsmen, and Virginia residents of the Armed Forces Reserves, not on active duty, who suffer from TBI and PTSD resulting from the combat in Afghanistan and Iraq as well as conflicts of the past.  The Program also will support the family members of these Virginia Veterans, Guard, and Reserves.





CHAPTERS CAN HELP:


Publicize the program and refer people for services.


Donate & Encourage Donations to Foundation.


Thank your Virginia Legislators for their support, past & future. 
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