CALL TO ACTION:
Help Surviving Spouses


On September 10th the Senate voted to allow survivors of deceased service members who die on active duty or as a result of their military service to receive both their Dependency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and Survivor Benefits Plan (SBP) benefits without the present dollar for dollar offset.  This offset impacts approximately 58,000 surviving spouses, often causing an incredible financial hardship for these survivors.


The amendment, introduced by Sen. Bill Nelson of Florida, is part of the 2009 National Defense Authorization Bill.  Before it becomes law, it must be approved by the House of Representatives.  We lost this crucial vote for the past four years and therefore are asking for the help of all of our members.  Contact  your Representatives and urge him/her to vote in favor of this amendment!  It’s easy to do:  Call MOAA’s toll-free Capitol Switchboard number 1-866-272-6622, ask for your Representative’s office.  Leave a message with the legislative aide that you want your Representative to personally support Senator Nelson’s amendment to FULLY eliminate the SBP-DIC offset. 


Time is short; Congress will recess soon.  Please let your chapter members know that every phone call, letter, and email counts.  Visit MOAA’s on line Legislative Action Center http://capwiz.com/moaa/home for email options.  Congress men and women do keep track of the numbers.  We can and simply must make a difference this time.   Many survivors have lost so much while waiting for this inequity to be corrected.  If we all pull together and keep the pressure on Congress, perhaps that wait will be over.  

/ Excerpt from MOAA Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee Memo 15 Sep 2008
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 Provided By Jackie Peters, VCOC Auxiliary Liaison
The Surviving Spouses of MOAA

The Heart Behind one Powerful Voice


It is our hope and prayer that our surviving spouses will finally not be financially penalized simply because their spouse died on active duty, or of a service-related injury or illness. Many of these survivors have lost so very much while waiting for this inequity to be corrected. If we all pull together and keep the pressure on Congress, perhaps that wait will be over.  


On the Web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.moaa.org/survivors" \t "_blank" �www.moaa.org/survivors� 
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