STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
	Budget Shortfall:  The headlines in the Richmond Times Dispatch tell the story. “Va. Shortfall Tops $3.2 Billion. The Senate Finance Committee is predicting a $3.2 billion budget shortfall for the 2008-2010 biennial budget. This is an even bleaker picture that had been predicted a couple of months ago. Lawmakers are signaling that nothing is “off the table” when it comes to cutting programs to deal with the shortfall. Reports are that areas such as Medicaid and education are vulnerable. I have not heard – yet – that the Virginia Wounded Warrior Program will take a cut, but it is certainly possible. One of the most obvious difficulties, if not impossibilities, for the next General Assembly will be to secure funding for new programs or initiatives. Overall, the economic situation does not augur well for the coming year for veterans’ legislative objectives. 

“Turbo Vet”:  The JLC position paper on Turbo Vet, which was drafted last August, called for full funding of the Turbo Vet project. The cost was $1.2 million dollars with an annual cost of approximately $25,000 per year thereafter. In August this seemed like an attainable goal. However, as the full impact of the economic situation and the resulting shortfall of the state’s revenue budget became better known, it is now clear that asking for that kind of money for a new program at a time when people are being laid off and core state services are facing cuts is just not possible. Furthermore, we think that for the veteran community to even ask for that kind of money in our current situation would cause veteran groups to lose a lot of credibility that we have built up over the past several years. So, a new position paper has been drafted and we are now only asking that the General Assembly direct the Department of Veterans Services to develop an automated, web-based system subject to the availability of funds. Also, we will try to restore the $50,000 that was recently cut from the program. The intent is to try to do a small pilot program next year to prove the viability of the concept.

Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children: This legislative objective is currently being worked by VCOC.

It is also being strongly pushed by DOD and HQs MOAA. Within the JLC, MOAA volunteered and became the “JLC Sponsor” for this objective. As such, we have the responsibility to do everything we can to help the patron for this legislation. Delegate Mark Cole is the patron for HB395, which passed the House last session but was carried over by the Senate Finance Committee. This legislation has a price tag of approximately $85,000, which was not a major problem back in August. Now it will likely become a major obstacle and could prevent it from being passed. Action on this has been passed to a Senate Sub Committee on Education. If that sub-committee acts and the full Senate Finance Committee passes it, the bill will not die. Otherwise it will die and will have to be re-introduced in the coming session of the GA, The key people are Senators Houck, Wampler, Norment, Saslaw, Quayle, and Yvonne Miller. My Emails requested the appropriate VCOC chapters to LOBBY THESE SENATORS NOW!
/Col. Sam Wilder, USA, Ret, VCOC 1st VP, Legislative Chair
	Storming the Hill

in Richmond
Save the date:

26 January 2009. Remember…

“Numbers Count!”



	
	The following legislative objectives for 2009 were adopted by the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) on August 13, 2008.  These are the top legislative objectives of the 23 Veterans Service Organizations (including MOAA) represented on Virginia’s JLC.

2009

STATE

LEGISLATIVE OBJECTIVES*
1.  Automated system for the electronic preparation of veterans’ disability claims 

2.  Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Children

(HB 395 – 2008)

3.  Burial Vaults for State Veterans Cemeteries

4.  Military Family Relief Fund.

5.  Real Estate Tax Relief for 100% Disabled Veterans.

6.  Homeless Veterans Study

* Priority order was established at JLC 18 December 2008 meeting.



	
	WEB:
VirginiaMOAA.com/statelegislative

dvs.virginia.gov/jlc

General Assembly: legis.state.va.us
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