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	President’s Message - You Are Making A Difference:  
     “Some people live a lifetime and wonder if they have made a difference in the world.  Our veterans don’t have that problem.”  - President Ronald Reagan.  
     As a MOAA leader, you are still making a difference - in Virginia and nationally.  It is an honor to serve with you as we work as a team in many areas to make a difference. 

     Our VCOC Legislative Committee and chapter legislative support teams are the best I’ve seen in 14 years as a legislative aide and 8 years as a VCOC Officer, including 4 years as Legislative Chair.  Today, MOAA in Virginia provides the core leadership that is shaping the issues and helping pass legislation to support our active forces, including Guard and Reserves, veterans and their families.  Our support of our national legislative team is helping drive our successes, in particular our focus on increasing the force. Your support for our annual Congressional Luncheon has made this event the MOAA national model.  You are making a difference. 

     Our Membership Chair, Chapter Presidents and their membership teams set the standard for other states to follow.  You have proven the Give Me 10 program can achieve success not only at one or two chapters but across a state.  Your early successes in 2007 give national MOAA a needed example to help motivate chapters and councils throughout the country.  Your efforts have been recognized by national MOAA on their website, in the Affiliate and Military Officer. This membership effort gives us greater impact in Virginia and in Washington.  We live in a democracy – NUMBERS ARE IMPORTANT.  You lead the way and make a big difference. 

     There are many other areas where you are making a difference.  We are very fortunate to have two dynamic women lead our VCOC Auxiliary Program and 2/3s of our chapters have designated Auxiliary Representatives putting us at the top for this important program.  Meeting the needs of our Auxiliary members has always been important, but even more so as we increase our membership with members actively fighting the War on Terror.  PAO efforts at chapters and VCOC have never been better as evidenced by Virginia’s 11 national MOAA communications awards.  Our VCOC website is superb and our Crier gets better with each issue. And the latest affirmation – on July 27th national MOAA announced - 6 Virginia chapters – are 5 star chapters – a record

	number for Virginia and second only to Florida with 7 of 43 chapters achieving 5 star status.  
     You are making a difference but there is more to do this year.  I encourage chapters to be fully represented at our October 12th bi-annual meeting to elect our new leadership team (see nominees on page 9).   We need more chapters to reach the Give Me 10 goal by 12 October.  If you are there – go for the 25 or 50 member level so your team can fully participate in the national MOAA Give Me 10 Williamsburg Inn recognition dinner – a great  way to show appreciation for your key people.  If you don’t have an Auxiliary Representative – appoint one by the end of the year – let’s be there for our membership.   Make a long term difference in Virginia – support the Virginia War Memorial Education Center that will teach the values we have devoted our lives to.  I thank you for all your support – you have made a difference – you have motivated me to do my best to make a difference.

/ COL Bill Flanagan, USA, Ret, VCOC President 2006 & 2007 



	
	CONGRATULATIONS, 

5- STAR CHAPTERS:


George C. Marshall,

Hampton Roads,

Mount Vernon,

Richmond Area,

Southside Virginia, 

      and

 Virginia Peninsula.
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