“GOLD BAR”  Program – Get a Head Start for 2008!  
	The Gold Bar Program is providing a set of gold bars to newly commissioned officers and providing them  with a Give Me Ten form to sign-up on-the-spot for MOAA membership (free for active duty, guard and reserve officers).  Gold bars can be bestowed at the ceremonies of college ROTC units, National Guard & Reserve units and Service Schools.  
	It’s not too early to start planning your chapter’s “Gold Bar” program.  ROTC, guard and reserve activities could provide the required new members to qualify for MOAA awards/bonus money. Make it EASY! Sign up Give Me Ten (GMT) members at a SINGLE event. 

It is essential you establish contacts early and maintain on-going relationships so all are aware of your programs. Staff awareness will allow them to include your chapter in their commissioning events. 

Don’t forget that ROTC staff officers count in the GMT program for your Chapter. Hence it’s a WIN-WIN situation all the way! 

Also it might be timely to establish your new JROTC contacts in September as staff changes may have taken place during the summer.   

Don’t miss all these membership recruiting opportunities.  
 

	In the assignment Bill Flanagan gave me to address Guard/Reserve issues for VCOC chapters, I am prepared to provide any assistance your chapter might require in this area. Just e-mail colonelsilverfox-i@msn.com or call me at (804) 740-4134.

/Donald Kaiserman, COL, USA, Ret,  Richmond Area Chapter President 


Membership – Chapter Level

The June 2007 Crier provided eight tips for increasing chapter membership.  Many chapters have combined chapter recruiting with national Give Me Ten membership campaigns, as MOAA recommends, offering a free year of chapter membership.  One of the best recruitment & retention concepts for chapter membership is to offer something in the chapter that the officer or widow(er) of officer needs, wants, or enjoys.  It is helpful to stress the VCOC success with Virginia legislation, and that local chapter members make a difference.  Why not send info about a successful chapter recruiting campaign to be published in the next Council Crier, and help other Virginia chapters expand membership?  Please include numbers recruited and cost of the initiative. / VCOC PAO
New Virginia Chapter – Heritage Chapter

Under the leadership of Jim Brown COL, USA (Ret), VCOC Secretary, a planning committee consisting of Jim Brown COL USA (Ret), Paul Mehler LTC, USA (Ret), Dave Hawtin CAPT, USN (Ret), Tom Carlson CAPT, USN (Ret), Harry Palm CAPT, USN (Ret), and Dale Cottongim CDR, USN (Ret) met to plan the formation of new VCOC chapter called Heritage Chapter. This chapter will cover the areas of Stafford, Spotsylvania, Fauquier, and Prince William counties. There will be no duplication with Potomac or other current chapters. A kick-off meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, Sep 18, 2007  in Stafford. It is hoped that at least 25 officers will attend this meeting to get the chapter started and become eligible for a MOAA charter. Letters and applications have been mailed to 1000 prospects living in the Stafford county area announcing the formation of the new chapter. COL Lee Lange, USMC (Ret) Director, Council and Chapter Affairs, MOAA will be the guest speaker.  Current plans are to secure a charter from MOAA in November and for the chapter to focus on the Officer School programs at the Quantico Marine Base.             / Paul Mehler, LTC, USA, Ret, VCOC 3rd VP & Membership Chair    
Show Up To Sign Em Up!    I have arranged a MOAA presentation to the Army Guard’s  224th Aviation Regiment (Black Hawk helicopters) recently back from Iraq. The presentation will take place at the unit’s mess hall at Richmond Airport on Sat 8 Sept 2007 at 1500 hrs.We expect some 50 unit officers to attend this event. “SHOW-UP” & “SIGN-EM-UP”  RAC/MOAA will handle all details, but if your Chapter doesn’t show up, RAC/MOAA will gladly accept the credits and Give Me Ten sign-up money. This could be your chance to get the required 10 new Guard members and join “THE WINNER’S CIRCLE” at MOAA’s dinner at The Williamsburg Inn October 13th.   For more details e-mail or call me (804) 740-4134   

 /Colonel Don Kaiserman, Richmond Area Chapter President
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