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Legislative Update - STATE
As reported in the last Crier, the VCOC/Joint Leadership Council (JLC)
priority objectives fared very well in the 2007 General Assembly of Virginia.
Our most notable success was, of course, to secure $3.5 million in funding for the Education Center of the Virginia War Memorial. The pay day lending issue failed to pass the General Assembly. In the waning days of the General Assembly, this controversial issue was pulled by the sponsor of the bill. While it is certain to be re-introduced in next year’s legislative session, we feel that the VCOC objectives were actually accomplished by the federal legislation in the 2007 Defense Authorization Act because of the protections provided to our servicemen.  Tax relief for NG/Reservists while deployed, did not pass because we had not adequately defined that issue and had no sponsor. Otherwise, we had a very successful legislative year.


The VCOC Legislative Committee has begun work in earnest to draft legislative proposals for this coming year. At this point, we have identified some “potential” issues that will likely be approved for submission to the JLC. They are listed in the box at right. These issues will be voted on at the next VCOC meeting, 13 July 2007.
Two other issues may be considered, but more info is needed. They are:

__Establish a Veterans Center at VCU dedicated to mental health issues of veterans, 

__ Lower the number of credits needed to qualify for “full time student” to be eligible for

     Full GI Bill benefits.
The VCOC Legislative Committee agreed that there are several issues that we should NOT consider as priority legislative objectives for 2008. They are: a) The pay day lending issue. (Many other organizations are involved and our major concerns are already covered by federal legislation.), b) Tax exempt military retired pay. (This was introduced this past year but died in committee. The projected cost to the state is $260 million, which is prohibitive. We think we have “bigger fish to fry” and other issues are more important.) and c) The Veterans Preference issue. While a bill was passed this year, the language left it up to the Dept of Human Resources Management to issue guidelines to define “preference” for employment with state agencies. We can provide DHRM with suggestions, but we think it would be prohibitively difficult to get the legislature to wrestle with a satisfactory definition.

No doubt other issues will arise before our final legislative agenda is decided, but we have already begun to work on next year. With the dedicated hard work of all the chapter members who helped advance our legislative agenda this past year, I’m confidently looking forward to another very successful year.
/ Sam Wilder, COL, USA, Ret, VCOC 2nd VP, Legislative Chair







POTENTIAL 2008 


STATE LEGISLATIVE OBJECTIVES - VIRGINIA:





a) Strengthen Virginia NG/Reserves.  (We’re working with them  now to develop specifics.);


b) Support the Dept. of Veterans Services Strategic Plan and Objectives. I expect this will become a major effort this year. 


c) Tax relief for NG/Reservists deployed out of state. We have a sub-committee researching this issue and working to clearly define it. 


d) Establish a credit freeze to guard against identity theft for deployed NG/Reservists. We have someone working on the details.








VIRGINIA WAR MEMORIAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION


www.vawarmemorial.org (804) 786-2060


You may contribute to the memorial and help VCOC MOAA “name” a portion of the education center addition, such as the Veterans Research Library (if we raise $50,000 state-wide) or a conference room (if we raise 25,000 state-wide).  Include “Virginia MOAA” on the naming contribution form.  Photos of the Memorial are included in VCOC website, VirginiaMOAA.com - State Legislative Section.  State funding of the education wing was a 2007 VCOC state legislative priority.  Both state and private funding are required.  VWMEF is a 501©3 tax-exempt foundation, so gifts are tax deductible.








The Council Crier – June 2007 – Page 6

