Public Affairs Insert
COMMUNICATION AWARDS – For MOAA Chapters
[image: image1.wmf]Submit your chapter for a 2008 Communication Award.  MOAA asks that chapters mail a consolidated awards submission by 1 Feb 2009 with a  new “Communications Awards Checklist” form covering a maximum of  3 categories (of 7):  Print or Electronic Newsletters, Web Site, Unique Communications, Legislative Coverage (in Print Newsletter or Web Site), or Recruiting Brochure.   Mail to MOAA Chapters & Councils – Attention Communications Awards Contest 201 N. Washington Street Alexandria VA 22314.
[image: image2.wmf]WHAT’S IN YOUR NEWSPAPER – About Your Chapter?

Please submit articles to local civilian and military 
newspapers about your chapter community activities
and receipt of MOAA awards.  Strive to publish at least
one story other than advance notice of  meetings in 2009!
Bring cameras to chapter and VCOC MOAA events,
including the two major VCOC Legislative events and Give
Me Ten dinner.  It usually takes too long for any photos by
the MOAA professional photographer to filter down to VCOC, much less to chapters.  MOAA, not VCOC, pays for the MOAA photographer’s services, with the purpose of using in MOAA publications.  VCOC PAO brings a camera as back-up, but it’s best for each chapter to bring their own – Preferably digital.  
“Fill-in-the-blank” press release templates will be available again in 2009 at and after the VCOC Storming Richmond and Congressional Luncheon in DC.  Please add your chapter photo and chapter info and send it right out to your local civilian and military newspapers.  Since papers are more likely to publicize local news, be sure to include your local twist (a quote or photo).  List a contact for your local chapter, as well.  
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A how-to guide on writing press releases is

included in June 2008 Council Crier, Page 4.
MOAA Photo tips are on Page 6 of the June
2008 Crier.  Action shots are preferred.
Please provide examples of successful chapter
 publicity to share with other VCOC chapters.  


See two examples of chapter articles inside.

GOOGLE YOURSELF!

To find out if people can easily locate your chapter via the worldwide web, try the chapter name (or acronym) in a search engine, such as Google.  Your chapter website should show up as one of the first listings.  If not, ask your webmaster to update your “key words” for the website and important web pages.  Include your chapter name and acronym as well as “military officers” and “MOAA” in the key words.  By the way, the search engine might very well lead to the VCOC website, VirginiaMOAA.com
/  Melva Mallison, Maj, USAF, Ret, VCOC Public Affairs Officer(PAO) & 3rd VP
WHY PUBLICIZE?


Increase membership


Garner support for legislative issues    
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